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Does God need to be reminded?

By Duane D. Miller

Reading through Parashat Ki-Tisa (X% °2 nwo)' we find Chet Ha'Egel (the sin of
the golden calf). After Moshe (Moses) spent 40 days on the Har-Sinai (mountain of
Sinai) the children of Israel began to doubt whether he was coming back and asked Aaron
to make for them a molten calf to be their god (Ex0.32:1). After this event, the Lord tells
Moshe to get down to the people for they have corrupted themselves. The Lord further
says he wants to consume them which means to destroy them for the sin they have
committed.

Exodus’

|32:7| And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which
thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves |32:8| They
have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them they have
made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto,
and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land
of Egypt. |32:9| And the LORD said unto Moses, | have seen this people, and,
behold, it is a stiffnecked people |32:10] Now therefore let me alone, that my
wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them and I will make of
thee a great nation. [32:11] And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said,
LORD, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought
forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? |32:12|
Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them
out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the
earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people.
|32:13| Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest
by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they
shall inherit it for ever. |32:14] And the LORD repented of the evil which he
thought to do unto his people. (KJV)

When the Lord speaks to Moshe about consuming the people because of their sin, Moshe
proceeds to speak to the Lord that he should consider the consequences of destroying the
children of Israel. The consequences Moshe speaks about are summarized in the
following list.

Consequences

1. The Egyptians would speak badly about the name of God because he took them
into the desert to destroy them.
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2. To remember the fathers; Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob) thy servants.
3. To remember the covenant to multiply their seed as the stars of heaven.
4. To remember the covenant of the land which they were to inherit.

It appears like the Lord needs to be reminded to keep his name Holy before the gentile
nations (Egypt) and also reminded of his covenantal relationship and promise to
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob). Do you think God really needs reminded to keep his
name Holy and that he has made a covenantal relationship with his people? 1 don’t
believe God really needed reminding, however I believe there is a deeper meaning in
these scriptures which points to two purposes.

Purposes

1. Pointing to Messiah Yeshua and his role as intermediary on our behalf before the
Father.

2. Though God does not need reminding, we do need reminding.

Before we continue, I think it is important to discuss a little bit about the “deeper
meaning of scripture.” Scripture may also have a deeper spiritual meaning than what the
words indicate by simply and quickly reading over them. There is a need to study the
meaning of Scripture because I feel that the Lord has a way of speaking new things to us
through his Word. That is why every time I read through the bible I am always gleaning
something new; some new revelation the Lord has for me in the particular point in my
life and walk with Yeshua.

Something else to think about which necessitates the need for studying the meaning of
scripture has to do with the inequalities which we find exists among the saints of
Moshiakh (Christ). God endows some with unusual insights into the basic truths of the
Word of God pertaining to the implications and applications of Scripture for thought and
life. Examples of such people are the Apostle Paul’, Augustine®, Luther®, Calvin®, and
John Bunyan’, where God used them to play an influential role in the history of the
congregation of God. There are two fundamental reasons why Believers need to remain
in the Word of God, (i) in order to stand upon God’s truth and (ii) to help our brothers
and sisters in Yeshua. The New Testament (7w7m7 n°M31) recognizes the concept of
brotherly instruction. (i.e. 1 Cor. 3:2, 2 Tim. 2:2, Gal. 2:11, Heb. 5:11-12) The books and
letters of the New Testament give testimony of the necessity for reading the Word of God
for the purpose of helping our brothers and sisters in Yeshua in admonition and
instruction. By studying the Word of God, we not only grow closer to the Lord
remaining in his truth, but also we have the tools which God can use to help our brothers
and sisters in faith, as well as ministering to those who do not believe on Yeshua
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Getting back to the scriptures for this study, I feel there are two purposes why it
appears the Lord uses Moshe to remind him of the covenantal promises he made with
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob).

Purpose #1: “Pointing to Messiah Yeshua and his role as intermediary
on our behalf before the Father.”

All of Torah points to Yeshua as the Messiah savior. In a previous article® I wrote
about how the Torah speaks of Yeshua. All of Torah points to the messiah, from the text
as a whole down to one word as demonstrated in Exodus 19:6. I feel Moshe reveals to us
from the Hebrew Scriptures the promise of Messiah Yeshua in the fulfillment of the
Abrahamic covenant.

Purpose #2: “Though God does not need reminding, we do need
reminding.”

These verses (Exodus 32) demonstrate what happens when we remain outside of
God’s word for any extended period of time. In the Torah, Moshe was the one who
disseminated (spread, circulated, distributed, publicized, communicated, passed on) the
Word of God to the children of Israel. It had been 40 days since they had heard the Word
of God. By not keeping the Word of God in their hearts doubt took over. As a result, the
people turned to the sin of the golden calf (Chet Ha'Egel).

Though we have read the Word before, though we have heard the
message before, we still need reminding to remember the promises of
God and salvation in Yeshua.

Even though we have heard the message of salvation before, we need to be reminded
of the wonderful grace God has given to us. Feeding the spirit is the primary purpose and
to grow closer to the Lord and remaining in God’s truth. Not only does this touch our
spiritual lives, it also works its way into the daily physical lives we live, God’s spirit
takes what we have fed to our own spirit and enables us to make the right decisions in our
lives. With this world’s troubles and difficulties this gives all the reason more why we
need to stay in the word of God! HaSatan wants to get us down and to steal our joy. I
know that sometimes it is difficult to “rejoice with all our heart” however, it becomes
easier when we remain in God’s word ... his joy fills our heart so no matter what
circumstance we find ourselves we can still “rejoice with all our hearts.”

Psalms
[13:5| But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.
(KJV)

|6:9] Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest
in hope. (KJV)
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|32:11| Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye
that are upright in heart. (KJV)

|33:21| For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy
name. (KJV)

I want to leave you with these verses because it is important that we remain in the joy
of the Lord always. The Lord does not want us to be depressed, heavy hearted, or void of
love in our lives. The Lord wants us to have a heart of Love for him and for others
around us. When we do not have the joy of the Lord in our hearts, it is difficult to love
others in the way we really should be doing. I certainly have a lot of problems going on
in my own life which kind of zaps and drains the love out of me. I become hardened and
mean and then the spirit of God gives me a good slap and says hey what are you doing,
this is not what I have taught you to be like according to the Scriptures. It is then that I
feel the word of God becomes alive in my own heart, a living and burning ember which
sparks the newness of life which I am supposed to have but this world wants so
desperately to take away. It is only by remaining in the Word of God daily feeding my
spirit that [ overcome the things in my life which drain the love from me. And I know if
you would do the same, getting upon a daily bible reading schedule, all of the despairs,
hopelessness and worries of this life can be given over to the Lord, and his love can begin
to flow outward to all you come in contact with. Only then do we become the salt of the
earth letting our light shine before men for the Glory of God’s Holy Name!
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