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The Ladder that Reaches to Heaven

8P 717 Maws / This Week’s Reading
an: Genesis 28:10-32:2

7wen: Hosea 12:12-14:10

maa: Matthew 15-16

AwTIna

Triennial cycle: Bereshit / Genesis 30:14-31:16
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In this week’s reading from Parashat Vayetze (Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-
32:2) Yaakov (Jacob) flees from his brother Esav from Beersheba toward Haran
and falls asleep. The Lord speaks to Yaakov in a dream (2 '5’[:7_"_7) reaffirming the
covenant He made with Yaakov’s fathers (Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-19). Yaakov
15  travels to Haran and meets Laban his mother’s brother (29:9-/4) and also meets
Rachel Laban’s daughter /N2 172 '7[7:7 7] (29:6-8). Yaakov makes a deal with
Laban to work 7 years for Rachel his daughter to be his wife (29:7/8-217). Laban
tricks Yaakov and gives the older daughter Leah instead and Yaakov must work
another 7 years for Rachel /Up7 772 2772 090 YW T7a9N (29:22-28). Yaakov’s
children are born by Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, and Bilhah, (29:37-30:27). Yaakov
and Laban agree on Yaakov’s wages (30:28-43) but Laban and his sons are upset
that Yaakov has become so wealthy 782 782 UPN7 7 7999 (31:1-3). As a result,
God speaks to Yaakov, and Yaakov takes his family and all he owns and returns
to the land of Canaan (3/:4-217) and Yaakov makes a covenant with Laban to not
25 © do each other harm (37:22-32:2). A lot takes place in this week’s Parashah. In
& the opening verses of the Parashah, the Lord speaks to Yaakov in a dream and
~ Yaakov has a vision of angels ascending and descending upon a ladder and of the
£ God of his father in the place called Luz ( 7 ON) TAN D738 57 0N T TN TN Y
-;2" 277%%). According to the biblical text, this is the first time that God has spoken to
30 — and revealed Himself to Yaakov. As God reveals Himself to Yaakov, He
ireiterates the covenant that He made with his father’s Avraham and Yitzchak
= (VU2 TOINT D TEYR-29 72 19720). As a result Yaakov renames the place he is
O laying to be 2N-1°2 N¥77 Di7p7-0U-NN 8777 “Beit-E1” (Bethel) meaning “House of
= God” because God was in this place and He did not know it ( 25792 777 & o8
35 TN b Ro) IN) 17). God promised Yaakov that He would be with him. Today,
< in these same promises, the Lord God will remain with you too if you trust and

obey in Him and His Son Yeshua the Messiah.
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Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-
19

28:10 Then Jacob departed
from Beersheba and went
toward Haran. 28:11 He
came to a certain place and
spent the night there,
because the sun had set;
and he took one of the
stones of the place and put
it under his head, and lay
down in that place. 28:12
He had a dream, and
behold, a ladder was set on
the earth with its top
reaching to heaven; and
behold, the angels of God
were ascending and
descending on it. 28:13
And behold, the Lord stood
above it and said, ‘I am the
Lord, the God of your
father Abraham and the
God of Isaac; the land on
which you lie, I will give it
to you and to your
descendants. 28:14 ‘Your
descendants will also be
like the dust of the earth,
and you will spread out to
the west and to the east and
to the north and to the
south; and in you and in
your descendants shall all
the families of the earth be
blessed. 28:15 ‘Behold, I
am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and
will bring you back to this
land; for I will not leave
you until I have done what
I have promised you.’
28:16 Then Jacob awoke
from his sleep and said,
‘Surely the Lord is in this
place, and I did not know
it.” 28:17 He was afraid
and said, ‘How awesome is
this place! This is none
other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of
heaven.” 28:18 So Jacob
rose early in the morning,
and took the stone that he
had put under his head and
set it up as a pillar and
poured oil on its top. 28:19
He called the name of that
place Bethel; however,
previously the name of the
city had been Luz. (NASB)
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In Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-14, God reminds Yaakov of the promise that He had
made to his father Yitzchak (Isaac) and to Avraham. The scripture says 2 "7/’7’7

200777 2°7 Y 057 0N ONY T MYV Yap TN 3N 3¥p 070 777 meaning
“He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reachzng
to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.”
It is interesting while examining the Hebrew text, it says “behold, angels of God
ascending and descending in him.” The final word in the sentence is the 3™
person singular masculine pronoun “in him” which can also mean “in it” (the
reason for the English translation: “behold, the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it.”) The use of the 3™ person singular masculine pronoun is
interesting since Yeshua quoted this verse from Sefer Bereshit in John 1:48-51.

IQANNHX 1:48-51

Aéyet avtw NabavanA, T1o0ev pe ywvwokels; amexpifn Inoovg xat
elnev avt, I1po tov oe PiAtmmov pwvnoat Ovia VIO TV CLUKNV OOV
oe.  amekplOn avtw NabavonA, Pappi, ov el 6 viog tov Oeov, oL
Baolevg el tov TopanA. amekpiOn Tnoovg kat eimev avtw, Ot elmov
oot 0Tt €ldOV 0& VMTOKATW TG OLVKNG TUOTEVELS; Hellw TovTwV OYn). Kal
2 Aéyel avt@, Ay apnv Aéyw VUi, Seode TOV 0VQAVOV AveEYOTa Kai
§ TOUG ayyéAouvg tou Oeov avaPatvovtag kal kataPalvoviag Emi Tov
2 viov tovL avOpwTov.
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od When Yeshua told Nathanel that he had seen him under the fig tree, his response
iwas PaBpi, ov el 6 viog Tov Oeov, ov Baoirevg el tov TooanA “Rabbi, You
S are the Son of God, You are the King of Yisrael.” Nathanael realized that only
Q the Son of God, the true King of Yisrael would have been able to see and know
— him before this moment that he had met Yeshua for the first time. As a result of
<¢ Nathanael’s statement, Yeshua uses Parashat Vayetze and Yaakov’s dream to
illustrate who he is, the Messiah. Yeshua said “truly truly I say to you, from now
on you shall see heaven opening and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the son of man” (Apnv aunv Aéyw vutv, OpecBe TOV 0LEAVOV
AVEQYOTA Kal TOovg  dyy€EAOULG Oeov  avaPatvovtag  xal
katafatvovtag Emi tov viov tov avOpwmov). Here Yeshua links the
discussion with Nathanael to the Patriarch Yaakov and the dream that he had at

OV

2
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John 1:48-51

1:48 Nathanael said to Him,
‘How do You know me?’
Jesus answered and said to
him, ‘Before Philip called
you, when you were under
the fig tree, I saw you.’
1:49 Nathanael answered
Him, ‘Rabbi, You are the
Son of God; You are the
King of Israel.” 1:50 Jesus
answered and said to him,
‘Because I said to you that I
saw you under the fig tree,
do you believe? You will
see greater things than
these.” 1:51 And He said to
him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to
you, you will see the
heavens opened and the
angels of God ascending
and descending on the Son
of Man.” (NASB)
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Bethel. A parallel here between the “Son of God,” the “King of Yisrael,” and

Yeshua is made on ?8-72 (Beit-El) the house of God, the angels ascending and
descending, and Yeshua stating that from now on you will see heaven opening
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the son of man. In

Yaakov’s dream of the ladder from heaven, it says 2N 728 POV 387 7T) T
TVUP RPN T2 7Y 30 W IAN N VINT 273 57 ON) AN 07738 7 bN )T “And
behold, the Lord stood upon him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God ofyour father

Abraham and the God of Isaac, the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and
to your seed.” The English translation has the Lord God standing “above” the

ladder. The word 7Y 2% could also mean that the Lord stood “upon” the ladder.
The Lord God Almighty stood upon this ladder and proclaimed the promises that
He had made to Avraham and Yitzchak, and that the land upon which Yaakov
lays he will give to his seed (descendents). The Lord God standing upon the
ladder and Yeshua using this portion of scripture as a reference to him being the
ladder (from Parashat Vayetze) these scriptures begin to reveal to us the nature of
the Messiah being the Son of God and the King of Yisrael. Now, what does
Yeshua mean when he says “you shall see heaven opening and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the son of man?” Additional explanation can be
derived from Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 23:1-8 on who he the Messiah will be.
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In these verses from Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 23:1-8, a discussion is made on the
— shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep that is in God’s pasture. The phrase
— 07 N ¥ means ““ My flock or My fold” or “his flock” when translated together.
The NASB translates “Sheep of My pasture” because taken separately, N'¥
means “sheep” and 77°Y72 translates as “grazing” referring to the place sheep
graze, a pasture or field. The word *7°Y72 is marked with the first person pronoun
referring to “My pasture” where “My” is capitalized as a reference to God who is
the owner of the field. Based on this one verse (23:7) the prophecy is speaking to
the leaders of the people (shepherds) and the believing people of Yisrael as the
= “sheep.” Because the shepherds (leaders) are destroying and scattering the flock
(the people), the Lord will raise up to David a righteous branch (2°7¥ /72¥) and
thls righteous branch will reign as king (75/2? 75/2?7) and he will do justice (D92Z)

= Z and righteousness (,777%7) in the land. The prophet Jeremiah is essentially saying
&3

U

Yeremiyah / Jeremiah
23:1-8

23:1 “Woe to the shepherds
who are destroying and
scattering the sheep of My
pasture!” declares the Lord.
23:2 Therefore thus says
the Lord God of Israel
concerning the shepherds
who are tending My
people: “You have
scattered My flock and
driven them away, and
have not attended to them;
behold, I am about to
attend to you for the evil of
your deeds,” declares the
Lord. 23:3 ‘Then I Myself
will gather the remnant of
My flock out of all the
countries where [ have
driven them and bring them
back to their pasture, and
they will be fruitful and
multiply. 23:4 ‘I will also
raise up shepherds over
them and they will tend
them; and they will not be
afraid any longer, nor be
terrified, nor will any be
missing,” declares the Lord.
23:5 ‘Behold, the days are
coming,’ declares the Lord,
‘When I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch;
And He will reign as king
and act wisely And do
justice and righteousness in
the land. 23:6 ‘In His days
Judah will be saved, And
Israel will dwell securely;
And this is His name by
which He will be called,
'"The Lord our
righteousness.' 23:7
‘Therefore behold, the days
are coming,’ declares the
Lord, ‘when they will no
longer say, 'As the Lord
lives, who brought up the
sons of Israel from the land
of Egypt,' 23:8 but, 'As the
Lord lives, who brought up
and led back the
descendants of the
household of Israel from
the north land and from all
the countries where I had
driven them.'" Then they
will live on their own soil.’
(NASB)



130  that the Messiah will demonstrate for us how to live before God in righteousness
and justice. The Messiah will not destroy and scatter the sheep but will lead,
guide, and direct the sheep in the way/path God wants them to go. I believe it is
here we also find the understanding one the various scriptures in the Ketuvei
Shelachim (Apostolic Writings) that say God is conforming us unto the likeness

135  of His Son (Romans 8:29). The righteous branch (the Messiah) in the text 2277
P73 | 777 INI7= 7Y is none other than the Lord God Almighty “and this is His
name, He will be called YHVH our righteousness.” The Scripture in 23:6
indicates that the Lord God (YHVH) will be our righteousness showing us a
Messianic expectation that the righteousness of God can be our righteousness.

140  The Lord God will make us righteous and that He will be our righteousness. The
Lord standing upon the ladder, declaring the covenant, the righteous branch that is
raised up, all of these direct us to God’s Messiah that the Lord God will be in and
with the Messiah.

The dream of the ladder with angels ascending and descending provides us

145  with an illustration; only in the place God chooses 98-72 (Beit-El) and in the way
God chooses can we communicate and have a relationship with Him. According
to Yaakov’s dream, the angels were using a ladder that God was standing upon

(17 237) to move between heaven and earth. They were using that thing which

God established upon which God Himself was lifted up by. What has the ability
150  to lift God? According to the Scriptures, the Word of God lifts His praises
forever more, see Shemot / Exodus 15:2, 11, Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:21,
Shoftim / Judges 5, Tehilim / Psalms 2, 7, 9, 18, 21, 22, 29, 30, 33, 34, 34, to
name a few places in Scripture. So, we can assume that the ladder upon which
God stands is His Word. This interpretation is consistent with God’s reiteration
of the covenant promises in the Torah and the very nature of the covenant that is

based on the Word of God, like it says in the Targum Onkelos 2 777 /7’ 2)7N)
702 P22 NTOND T2 W70 02V opY NTITY TIN2 T2 13 I3 010% that He (God)

establishes (lifts up) His covenant between His Word (°72%) and between
B Avraham and you and I. Yeshua’s use of these scriptures from Parashat Vayetze,
160 E he is illustrating that a relationship with God is one that begins with the ability to
é communicate that occurs by faith and most importantly by faith in God’s Word,
» and in His Messiah. We also know according to the Scriptures that the angels of
wthe Lord are dispatched (sent) to earth at the command of God, by His Word. So
od within this text from Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-19 various parallels can be drawn.
165 Z < Yeshua references Parashat Vayetze to help Nathanael understand the principle

< about himself, that he is the true gate to heaven (297 W /7)), the only way to
O come into fellowship with our Father in heaven. This also follows through from
John 1:1-14 on the Word of God becoming flesh and dwelling among men.
The example Yeshua is giving relates to us how God has established His

170 @2 ways; by His Word and in and through whom he works. The righteous branch
ol (A 112¥) that reigns as king (7'7/27 75'/:7-7) and walks in justice (U9U%) and

— righteousness (;777¥7) in the land; this prophecy speaks to us concerning the way

o in which God wants us to walk before him. King David said in Tehilim / Psalms

@ 17:15 J0am Ypo2 i7y3 WN T T8 27¥%2 W I in righteousness 1
175 %&) watch/look/behold Your face, I am satisfied in awaking with Your likeness.” To

‘ahave the likeness of God is more than to be so in spirit, but to also be like God in
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the quality of life on the inside. This interestingly follows through to what we
read in Matthew 7:21-24 in the last days, at the judgment.

KATA MATSAION 7:21-24

OV mag 6 Aéywv pot, Koote koote, eloeAevoetal eig v Bacikeiav tov
ovPavwV, AAA' 0 mowwv TO OEANUA TOL TATEOS HOUL TOL &V TOIG
ovEavols. moAAol égovaotv pot év éxetvr) ) Nuéoa, Kvgte kvote, ov @
o@ OVOHATL ETMEOPNTEVOAUEV, datpovI
é€ePaiopey, kal T 0@ OVOUATL DUVAUELS TOAAAS EmOouoapev; Kol

Kal T 0@ OVOHATL
t0TE OHOAOYN oW avtoig 0Tt Ovdémote €yvwv VHASC: ATOXWQEELTE AT
Euov ol égyalodpevol v dvoplav. Ilag odv 60T dkovel HOL TOVG
AOGYOLG TOUTOLG KAl MOLEL AVTOVS OpowwOnoetat avdol Govipw, 60Tig
WKOOOUNTEV AVTOL TV OlKlaV ETTL TNV TETEAV.

Considering the Prophecy of Jeremiah 23 and the parallel Yeshua is drawing in
John 1:48-51 on Parashat Vayetze, these verses from Matthew 7 speak of the
righteous one (2°7¥ /72¥) who reigns as king (727/17 :7_1?4:)-7) and walks in justice
(U5Y) and righteousness (;777%7), His teaching and manner of living does not
conform to this world. This much is understood from the statement “depart from
me you worker of lawlessness.” In Matthew 7:21-24, Yeshua warns us that many
will use His name and authority to do marvelous works, however something is
missing. In their personal lives, they do not submit to the very instructions
(Torah) that would develop their relationship with God and work to produce His
image within them (to be in His likeness). The only conclusion we can draw is
that despite receiving the instruction, some people have remained conformed to
the world within their hearts and in their lives. Clearly the way to know God and
to walk in %8-7°2 (Beit-El) in the house of God is to do so in the way God
.. chooses. Therefore, one does not know God because one does not really walk in
© His ways meaning that we do not see His resemblance (image) in our lives. This
& can be determined not simply by what we do outwardly, but by what we say and
~ how we think. Take for example the personal judgment of another human being
& can be done so easily in our hearts (hate = murder according to Matthew 5:21-22
_@)and 1 John 3:15). Is such a person who hates his brother walking with the
ff Messiah, communicating with the Messiah, and having a true relationship with
< the Messiah where the Messiah VPTY | /) '/Z’ is the Lord God our Righteousness?
s Yeshua continues to say in John 6:44-50 that it is written in the prophets
O that they shall all be taught of God.

< KATA IOANNHN 6:44-50

= oVdelg dUvatat EABetv mEOG pe Eav un 0 matnE 6 mEppag pe EAkvO
= avT0V, KAYWw AVAOoTHo® oVTOV goxatn Tfuéoa.
veyoaupévov ev toig mpopnrtals, Kat éoovratr mavreg ddaktol Oeov:
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Matthew 7:21-24

7:21 ‘Not everyone who
says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father who
is in heaven will enter
7:22 ‘Many will say to
Me on that day, 'Lord,
Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name cast out
demons, and in Your
name perform  many
miracles?’' 7:23 ‘And
then I will declare to
them, 'l never knew you;
depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness.'
7:24 ‘Therefore everyone
who hears these words of
Mine and acts on them,
may be compared to a
wise man who built his
house on the rock.
(NASB)

John 6:44-50

6:44 “No one can come to
Me unless the Father who
sent Me draws him; and I
will raise him up on the
last day. 6:45 ‘It is
written in the prophets,
'And they shall all be
taught of God.' Everyone
who has heard and
learned from the Father,
comes to Me. 6:46 ‘Not
that anyone has seen the
Father, except the One
who is from God; He has
seen the Father. 6:47
‘Truly, truly, I say to you,
he who Dbelieves has
eternal life. 6:48 ‘I am
the bread of life. 6:49
‘Your fathers ate the
manna in the wilderness,
and they died. 6:50 ‘This
is the bread which comes
down out of heaven, so
that one may eat of it and
not die. (NASB)
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Yeshua said éotwv yeyoappévov €v tolg moopntais, Kat éoovtat mavteg
dwaxktot Oeov “It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught of
God” calling upon Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 31:32-33 (note it is 3/:33-34 in the
English bibles). -OX] 07 0777 M0R 20w W2-N8 D08 WR D27 RTD 20
X2 107 "9-Pi M) DR O D7) TRARN D37-2¥) D37p3 *NiA-ng nnj m'm
MIR WP 072 MIT-NR WT VARY POR-NR VOR) MYINR WOR T TR R
STIV-2I% R DDRWDYY D3IY2 170K D M M-0R) 07173-TY) Ddvpn? and the new
covenant that God was making with His people. The ladder from heaven upon
which God stands, 7% 7 ON) AN 072N ’4_7"75‘5 TN N Y9V 231 7) T
TVUN AN T2 7Y 30 W N MWN YINT “And behold, the Lord stood upon him
and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac;
the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your seed” and the letter of
the Torah (God’s Word) that is written on the heart Dg?—bl]] 02772 N7R-NX PN
73202 is the point Yeshua is making here, that God is confirming His covenant
with us, establishing the lines of communication, so that we can know and be
known by God. It is in the Messiah where we understand (we learn) the way in
which we are to live our lives (in justice 9% and righteousness /777¥7) and that
we are to bear the image of God (Bereshit / Genesis 1:26). 1 believe this is God’s
purpose, plainly stated that we are to be like Him, bearing God’s image in our
lives. This is why Paul wrote in Romans that He calls us to be conformed to the
image of His son (Romans 8:28-31). The connection is made to the Word of God
upon which God stands, imagined in Yaakov’s dream as the ladder from heaven
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g 175/7/"77 /7.7.7!7;\' 173' /7"717) God’s Mes51ah Yeshua and we belng created in God’

g image (Bereshzt / Genesis 1:26) in the creation, and all things being made to bring
8 glory to God’s Name. So what was Yeshua saying from Parashat Vayetze? Our
~ part in all of this is that we need to yield to God’s purpose. We have to consider
£ what God has done; believe He has done these things that are written in the
fé) Scriptures, and then surrender our lives to the Lord believing in Yeshua for the
— forgiveness of our sins. Yaakov believed that God would fulfill his promise to
ibring him back to the Land that He had promised to Yitzchak and Avraham. God
= 1s working today through a process to bring us into the land, into the place that He
8 has promised for each of us, like what is written in Parashat Bechukotai (Vayikra /
= Leviticus 26:6-9) =y 797 0 3T TR PR 2RO YIND 000 pny )

w7 a 37/’71? 0.71795 759.77 022 N-NN OfD77 7 :O9¥IN3 7 29NN b 207 YINT

> m”m mw b 37/75 a:mo’? 022N 7’79:7 BT 7237 D20 7N IND TEHT 09
JO2PN °N°I3-DN N bl 20 D208 207 220N °1°797) He (God) will give us peace
and not a sword, God will cause us to dwell (live) in the place He chooses and in
the covenant that He lifts/raises/establishes (227N °73-78 1 2377). This process
= that takes place is found in God making us into His image, beginning by the
.2“ conviction of sin, faith in the Lord and in His Messiah Yeshua, sacrificing
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(putting to death) our former lives and the sinful desires, and submitting to the
will of God and His purpose for our lives and to serve Him and glorify His Name.
Do you want to walk in the way/path God wants for your life? Do you want to
glorify God’s Name, live in peace, and live in the place He wants you to be? The
first step is to place your faith and trust in Yeshua, the Messiah. Let’s pray.

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for showing to me the truth of Your Son Yeshua, He is my
ladder to heaven. Help me to know without a doubt that You have established me
in Your Son Yeshua the Messiah because of Your mercy and love. I believe that
all of Scripture shows the purpose of the Messiah was to come and make
atonement for my soul, and that You raised Yeshua to life from the grave as the
Scriptures say in fulfillment of Your Word. By faith I place my faith in Yeshua, I
place my faith in Your Holy Word, please forgive me of my sins and have mercy
on me Lord. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, make peace come upon my
heart Lord, a peace that surpasses all understanding. Create in me a new heart,
and completely renew me in my mind, my body, and my spirit. Thank You for
forgiving me and redeeming me from my sins. Help me to serve You Lord by
faith and help me to regard your truth in my heart. Please come and work in my
life each day and help me to hear Your voice. Thank You Lord for all You have
done; I give You all of the glory, the honor, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

What to pray:
o Ask the Lord to help you slow down in life and be able to rest in Him, and
seek His peace and the path that He has for you each day.

o Ask the Lord to help you to draw near to Him in the stillness of your heart
in order “to hear His voice” and “to hold fast to Him.”

o Thank the Lord for lifting the burden of sin and revealing His truth in your
heart and life.

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever




