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Understanding the Messiah by the life of Yoseph 
 

קוראים הזה השבועות  / This Week’s Reading 
 :תורה
 :הפטרה
 :הברית
 :החדשה

Genesis 37:1-40:23 
Amos 2:6-3:8 
Matthew 19-20 

Triennial cycle:  Bereshit / Genesis 38:1-30 
 10 
 In this week’s reading from Parashat Vayeshev (Bereshit / Genesis 37:1-
40:23) we learn that Yaakov (Jacob) loved Yoseph (Joseph) more than his 
brothers (37:3, בָּניָו- יוֹסֵף מִכָּל- ויְִשְֹרָאֵל אָהַב אֶת ).  Yoseph had a dream about his 
future (37:5-10) as a result his brothers become jealous (37:11).  As the narrative 
continues, Yoseph’s brothers are plotting murder in their hearts (37:18-22) but 15 
instead put him into a pit (37:23) and then sell him into slavery to the Ishmaelites 
(37:27-29).  The Ishmaelites sell Yoseph to Potiphar in Mitzrayim (Egypt) where 
Yoseph acts righteously (וּצְדָקָה) and God prospers him.  Potiphar’s wife falsely 
accuses Yoseph and he is placed in jail (39:1-20).  The Lord God makes Yoseph 
prosperous in jail and Yoseph interprets dreams for the baker and butler, two 20 
people Pharaoh had placed in prison (40:5-23).  This week’s parashah primarily 
discusses Yoseph, however in the midst of the narrative on Yoseph there is a 
short story on Judah found in Bereshit 38:1-30.  Yoseph was the eleventh son 
born to Yaakov and was the first born of his wife Rachael.  As a result, Yaakov 
showed Yoseph favoritism over his brothers (  25- בֶן- בָּניָו כִּי- יוֹסֵף מִכָּל- ויְִשְֹרָאֵל אָהַב אֶת
 The favoritism of his Father caused Yoseph to be a spoiled son based on  .(זקְֻניִם
what we read in 37:2 אֲבִיהֶם- דִּבָּתָם רָעָה אֶל- ויַּבֵָא יוֹסֵף אֶת  He brought a bad report 
about his brothers.  Though Yoseph was spoiled by Yaakov, he walked in 
righteousness (וּצְדָקָה) and justice (מִשְׁפָּט) more so than his brothers.  The 
juxtaposition of the story of Judah (38:1-30) with Yoseph and Potiphar’s wife 30 
(39:1-20) illustrates for us that Yoseph chooses the path of righteousness.  As a 
result, the Lord was with Yoseph ( יוֹסֵף ויַהְִי אִישׁ מַצְלִיחַ - יהְִי יהְוָֹה אֶתוַ  ) prospering him 
and preparing him for the plans He has for him.  Today have you chosen the path 
of righteousness regardless of what comes your way in life? 
 35 

ו- פרשת וישב ספר בראשית פרק לט פסוק א  
יּדַ הַיִּשְׁמְעֵאלִים  מִצְרִי מִ א   ויְוֹסֵף הוּרַד מִצְרָימְָה ויַּקְִנֵהוּ פּוֹטִיפַר סְרִיס פַּרְעֹה שַֹר הַטַּבָּחִים אִישׁ

רְא ג   ויַַּ : רִייוֹסֵף ויַהְִי אִישׁ מַצְלִיחַ ויַהְִי בְּבֵית אֲדֹניָו הַמִּצְ - ב   ויַהְִי יהְוָֹה אֶת: אֲשֶׁר הוֹרִדֻהוּ שָׁמָּה
סֵף חֵן בְּעֵיניָו ויְַשָׁרֶת ד   ויַּמְִצָא יוֹ: הוּא עֹשֶֹה יהְוָֹה מַצְלִיחַ בְּידָוֹ- אֲדֹניָו כִּי יהְוָֹה אִתּוֹ וכְֹל אֲשֶׁר

 40לוֹ - אֲשֶׁר יֶשׁ- ה   ויַהְִי מֵאָז הִפְקִיד אֹתוֹ בְּבֵיתוֹ ועְַל כָּל: לוֹ נָתַן בְּידָוֹ- יֶשׁ- בֵּיתוֹ וכְָל- אֹתוֹ ויַּפְַקִדֵהוּ עַל

Bereshit / Genesis 39:1-6 
39:1 Now Joseph had been 
taken down to Egypt; and 
Potiphar, an Egyptian 
officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the bodyguard, 
bought him from the 
Ishmaelites, who had taken 
him down there.  39:2 The 
Lord was with Joseph, so 
he became a successful 
man. And he was in the 
house of his master, the 
Egyptian.  39:3 Now his 
master saw that the Lord 
was with him and how the 
Lord caused all that he did 
to prosper in his hand.  
39:4 So Joseph found 
favor in his sight and 
became his personal 
servant; and he made him 
overseer over his house, 
and all that he owned he 
put in his charge.  39:5 It 
came about that from the 
time he made him overseer 
in his house and over all 
that he owned, the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian's 
house on account of 
Joseph; thus the Lord's 
blessing was upon all that 
he owned, in the house and 
in the field.  39:6 So he left 
everything he owned in 
Joseph's charge; and with 
him there he did not 
concern himself with 
anything except the food 
which he ate. Now Joseph 
was handsome in form and 
appearance. (NASB) 



 

2 
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 2

01
1 

M
A

T
S

A
T

I.
C

O
M

 | 
A

ll
 R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d:

  h
tt

p:
//

w
w

w
.m

at
sa

ti
.c

om
/ 

 
ו   ויַּעֲַזֹב : לוֹ בַּבַּיתִ וּבַשָּׂדֶה- ר יֶשׁאֲשֶׁ - בֵּית הַמִּצְרִי בִּגְלַל יוֹסֵף ויַהְִי בִּרְכַּת יהְוָֹה בְּכָל- ויַבְָרֶךְ יהְוָֹה אֶת

תֹאַר - הוּא אוֹכֵל ויַהְִי יוֹסֵף יפְֵה- הַלֶּחֶם אֲשֶׁר- ידַָע אִתּוֹ מְאוּמָה כִּי אִם- יוֹסֵף ולְֹא- לוֹ בְּידַ- אֲשֶׁר- כָּל
:ויִפֵה מַרְאֶה  

 
In the opening verses from the Parashah, we read that Yoseph gave a bad report of 45 
his brothers to his father Yaakov.  The brothers then sell Yoseph into slavery.  We 
also read that Judah took from the daughters of Canaan and had children 
according to Bereshit 38:1.  The storyline is interesting because here we find 
Judah forsaking the covenant of God and choosing from the people of the land 
for a wife drawing a parallel from the life of Esav.   50 
 

 פרשת וישב ספר בראשית פרק לח פסוק א
שָׁם יהְוּדָה - ב   ויַּרְַא: דֻלָּמִי וּשְׁמוֹ חִירָהאִישׁ עֲ - א   ויַהְִי בָּעֵת הַהִוא ויַּרֵֶד יהְוּדָה מֵאֵת אֶחָיו ויַּטֵ עַד

 אִישׁ כְּנַעֲניִ וּשְׁמוֹ שׁוּעַ - שָׁם יהְוּדָה בַּת- ב   ויַּרְַא  :קָּחֶהָ ויַּבָֹא אֵלֶיהָ אִישׁ כְּנַעֲניִ וּשְׁמוֹ שׁוּעַ ויִַּ - בַּת
:ויַּקִָּחֶהָ ויַּבָֹא אֵלֶיהָ   55 

 
According to the scriptures we can safely say that Yoseph chose to walk 
righteously before God and his brothers did not ( זֹּאת וְאֵיךְ אֶעֱשֶֹה הָרָעָה הַגְּדֹלָה הַ 
 Yoseph walked perfectly before God in the midst of all the  .(וְחָטָאתִי לֵאלֹהִים
things that happened to him.  The Lord had a plan for Yoseph to be given power 60 
by Pharaoh over all of Mitzrayim (Egypt) and with this power Yoseph would save 
many lives.  The suffering and saving nature of Yoseph’s life has lead to the 
development of doctrine on the messiah that is typified in Yoseph’s life.  As a 
result a connection is made in the Tanach that Yoseph is a type or representation 
of the coming Messiah.  Taking the life of Yoseph, Jewish tradition refers to two 65 
redeemers, each of which is called משיח (Mashiach, Messiah, Anointed One).  
These two redeemers are believed to be involved in delivering the people from 
exile and ushering in the Messianic era.  In the rabbinic literature they are 
referred to as דוד-משיח בן  “the Messiah son of David” and יוסף-משיח בן  “the 
Messiah son of Yoseph.”  Occasionally in the rabbinic literature the Messiah is 70 
also referred to as “Mashiach ben Ephraim” as we find in the Talmud Bavli, 
Sukah 52b.  The reference to Ephraim is clearly a reference to Yoseph since 
Ephraim is one of two of Yoseph’s sons that become part of the tribes of Yisrael 
(i.e. Ephraim and Manasseh).  The suffering Messiah is prefigured by the life of 
Yoseph in Bereshit / Genesis 37-50 and is described in the oral traditions of 75 
Judaism as סףיו-משיח בן  the suffering servant is the forerunner of the one who 
comes as דוד-משיח בן .  The rabbinic literature on Zechariah 12:10-12 discusses 
this “Mashiach ben Yoseph.” 
 

יב- ספר זכריה פרק יב פסוק י  80 
קָרוּ וְסָפְדוּ רוּחַ חֵן ותְַחֲנוּניִם וְהִבִּיטוּ אֵלַי אֵת אֲשֶׁר־דָּ וְשָׁפַכְתִּי עַל־בֵּית דָּויִד ועְַל ׀ יֹושֵׁב ירְוּשָׁלִַם י  

לִַם בַּיֹּום הַהוּא יגְִדַּל הַמִּסְפֵּד בִּירוּשָׁ יא    עָלָיו כְּמִסְפֵּד עַל־הַיּחִָיד וְהָמֵר עָלָיו כְּהָמֵר עַֽל־הַבְּכֹֽור׃
וֹן בְּבִקְעַת מְגִדֹּֽון׃ חַת בֵּית־דָּויִד וסְָפְדָה הָאָרֶץ מִשְׁפָּחֹות מִשְׁפָּחֹות לְבָד מִשְׁפַּ   יב  כְּמִסְפַּד הֲדַדְ־רִמּ

 לְבָד וּנְשֵׁיהֶם לְבָד מִשְׁפַּחַת בֵּית־נָתָן לְבָד וּנְשֵׁיהֶם לְבָֽד׃
 85 

Zechariah 12:10-12 
12:10 ‘I will pour out on 
the house of David and on 
the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the Spirit of 
grace and of supplication, 
so that they will look on 
Me whom they have 
pierced; and they will 
mourn for Him, as one 
mourns for an only son, 
and they will weep 
bitterly over Him like the 
bitter weeping over a 
firstborn.  12:11 ‘In that 
day there will be great 
mourning in Jerusalem, 
like the mourning of 
Hadadrimmon in the plain 
of Megiddo.  12:12 ‘The 
land will mourn, every 
family by itself; the 
family of the house of 
David by itself and their 
wives by themselves; the 
family of the house of 
Nathan by itself and their 
wives by themselves; 
(NASB) 

Bereshit / Genesis 38:1-2 
38:1 And it came about at 
that time, that Judah 
departed from his brothers 
and visited a certain 
Adullamite, whose name 
was Hirah.  38:2 Judah 
saw there a daughter of a 
certain Canaanite whose 
name was Shua; and he 
took her and went in to 
her. (NASB) 
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The Talmud Bavli Sukah 52a it says “Messiah son of Yoseph was slain, as it is 
written ‘they shall look upon whom they have pierced and they shall mourn for 
him as one mourned for his only son.’”  Rabbi Dosa says “they will mourn over 
the Messiah who will be slain” found in the Talmud Bavli Sukah 52a and the 
Talmud Yerushalami Sukah 55b.  In Sanhedrin 98b it is written that “The 90 
Messiah, what is his name?  Those of the house of Rabbi Yehuda the saint say, the 
sick one, as it is said, ‘surely he had borne our sicknesses.’”  Rabbi Elijah de 
Vidas also said “But he was wounded meaning that since the Messiah bears our 
iniquities which produces the effect of His being bruised, it follows that 
whosoever will not admit that Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities, must endure 95 
and suffer for them himself.”  The point of the matter on these quotations from 
the Talmud is the idea (understanding) that the Messiah would come as a 
suffering servant that is illustrated by the life of Yoseph.  The verse from 
Zechariah 12:10   חֲנוּניִם והְִבִּיטוּ אֵלַי שָׁפַכְתִּי עַל־בֵּית דָּויִד ועְַל ׀ יֹושֵׁב ירְוּשָׁלִַם רוּחַ חֵן וְתַ וְ י
 states that the 100 עָלָיו כְּמִסְפֵּד עַל־הַיּחִָיד וְהָמֵר עָלָיו כְּהָמֵר עַֽל־הַבְּכֹֽוראֵת אֲשֶׁר־דָּקָרוּ וְסָפְדוּ 
person being killed will be killed during the war against evil and the mourning 
will be like the mourning of one over the first born child ( וְהָמֵר עָלָיו כְּהָמֵר
 Following this, there will be great calamity (disaster) in the land  .(עַֽל־הַבְּכֹֽור
(Zechariah 12:11-12) which draws a parallel with the destruction of Jerusalem 
following the death, burial and resurrection of Yeshua.   105 
 In the beginning of Parashat Vayeshev we read that Yoseph has two 
dreams that indicate his brothers and even his father Yaakov (Yisrael) will bow 
down to him.  In next week’s study, Yoseph enters back into his brothers’ lives 
that rejected him in this week’s study.  They bow down to him and Yoseph 
becomes the savior of his people providing food for them in the midst of the great 110 
famine.  Let’s read the section on verses of Yoseph’s dreams from Bereshit / 
Genesis 37:5-11. 
 

יא- פרשת וישב ספר בראשית פרק לז פסוק ה  
 115נָא הַחֲלוֹם הַזֶּה - ו   ויַֹּאמֶר אֲלֵיהֶם שִׁמְעוּ: עוֹד שְֹנֹא אֹתוֹ ויַּחֲַלֹם יוֹסֵף חֲלוֹם ויַּגֵַּד לְאֶחָיו ויַּוֹסִפוּה  

נִצָּבָה וְהִנֵּה - לֻמָּתִי וגְַםז   וְהִנֵּה אֲנַחְנוּ מְאַלְּמִים אֲלֻמִּים בְּתוֹךְ הַשָּׂדֶה וְהִנֵּה קָמָה אֲ : אֲשֶׁר חָלָמְתִּי
מָשׁוֹל - ח   ויַֹּאמְרוּ לוֹ אֶחָיו הֲמָלֹךְ תִּמְלֹךְ עָלֵינוּ אִם: לֻמָּתִיתְסֻבֶּינָה אֲלֻמֹּתֵיכֶם וַתִּשְׁתַּחֲויֶן ָ לַאֲ 

ט   ויַּחֲַלֹם עוֹד חֲלוֹם אַחֵר ויַסְַפֵּר : דְּבָרָיו- חֲלֹמֹתָיו ועְַל- תִּמְשֹׁל בָּנוּ ויַּוֹסִפוּ עוֹד שְֹנֹא אֹתוֹ עַל
י : מִשְׁתַּחֲויִם לִי הִנֵּה הַשֶּׁמֶשׁ והְַיּרֵָחַ וְאַחַד עָשָֹר כּוֹכָבִיםאֹתוֹ לְאֶחָיו ויַֹּאמֶר הִנֵּה חָלַמְתִּי חֲלוֹם עוֹד וְ 

 120בוֹא נָבוֹא אֲניִ בּוֹ אָבִיו ויַֹּאמֶר לוֹ מָה הַחֲלוֹם הַזֶּה אֲשֶׁר חָלָמְתָּ הֲ - אֶחָיו ויַּגְִעַר- אָבִיו וְאֶל- ויַסְַפֵּר אֶל  
:הַדָּבָר- בוֹ אֶחָיו וְאָבִיו שָׁמַר אֶת- יא   ויַקְַנְאוּ: הוְאִמְּךָ וְאַחֶיךָ לְהִשְׁתַּחֲוֹת לְךָ אָרְצָ   

 
Yoseph had a dream of future events.  Speaking to his brothers ( ויַֹּאמֶר אֲלֵיהֶם

נָא הַחֲלוֹם הַזֶּה- שִׁמְעוּ ) they rejected him, wanted to murder him, threw him into a pit, 
and sold him into slavery.  The suffering life of Yoseph was and is according to 125 
the Scriptures symbolic of the Messiah and provides for us a messianic 
expectation for the Messiah.  Mashiach (משיח) is defined to mean anointed or 
consecrated person or thing.  According to the Bible, this anointed one could be a 
priest (Vayikra / Leviticus 4:3,  ל יחֱֶטָא לְאַשְׁמַת הָעָם והְִקְרִיב עַ  הַמָּשִׁיחַ ג   אִם הַכֹּהֵן

:בָּקָר תָּמִים לַיהוָֹה לְחַטָּאת- חַטָּאתוֹ אֲשֶׁר חָטָא פַּר בֶּן ) a king where the prophet Samuel 130 

Bereshit / Genesis 37:5-
11 
37:5 Then Joseph had a 
dream, and when he told 
it to his brothers, they 
hated him even more.  
37:6 He said to them, 
‘Please listen to this 
dream which I have had; 
37:7 for behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the 
field, and lo, my sheaf 
rose up and also stood 
erect; and behold, your 
sheaves gathered around 
and bowed down to my 
sheaf.’  37:8 Then his 
brothers said to him, ‘Are 
you actually going to 
reign over us? Or are you 
really going to rule over 
us?’ So they hated him 
even more for his dreams 
and for his words.  37:9 
Now he had still another 
dream, and related it to 
his brothers, and said, 
‘Lo, I have had still 
another dream; and 
behold, the sun and the 
moon and eleven stars 
were bowing down to 
me.’  37:10 He related it 
to his father and to his 
brothers; and his father 
rebuked him and said to 
him, ‘What is this dream 
that you have had? Shall I 
and your mother and your 
brothers actually come to 
bow ourselves down 
before you to the 
ground?’  37:11 His 
brothers were jealous of 
him, but his father kept 
the saying in mind. 
(NASB) 
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refers to King Saul as the Lord’s anointed (1 Samuel 10:1, פַּךְ - א   ויַּקִַּח שְׁמוּאֵל אֶת

:נַחֲלָתוֹ לְנגָיִד- יהְֹוָה עַל מְשָׁחֲךָ - רֹאשׁוֹ ויִַּשָּׁקֵהוּ ויַֹּאמֶר הֲלוֹא כִּי- הַשֶּׁמֶן ויַּצִֹק עַל ) and King 
David in 1 Samuel 16:11-13 and 2 Samuel 22:50-51.  The anointed one is also 
applied to a prophet (1 Kings 19:15-16,  ָמִדְבַּרָה טו   ויַֹּאמֶר יהְֹוָה אֵלָיו לֵךְ שׁוּב לְדַרְכְּך 

 135- לְמֶלֶךְ עַל תִּמְשַׁחנִמְשִׁי - טז   ואְֵת יהֵוּא בֶן: אֲרָם- לֶךְ עַלחֲזאֵָל לְמֶ - אֶת וּמָשַׁחְתָּ דַמָּשֶֹק וּבָאתָ 
:שָׁפָט מֵאָבֵל מְחוֹלָה תִּמְשַׁח לְנָבִיא תַּחְתֶּיךָ - אֱלִישָׁע בֶּן- יִשְֹרָאֵל וְאֶת ).  In each of these 

occurrences on the use of the word משיח (Mashiach, Messiah, anointed one), the 
use of the word is as a reference to the divinely chosen person in the Tanach 
(Torah, Neviim/Prophets, Cetuvim/Writings).  Each of these also provides 
precedent for the office of the Mashiach were (i) a person is authorized to be 140 
separated for God’s service, (ii) a distinct choice is made by God choosing His 
anointed one (1 Samuel 24:8), (iii) the anointed one is enabled by God to 
accomplish his task (1 Samuel 10:6, 16:13) given power and the abilities to lead 
His people, and (iv) the promise of the coming deliverance of the people of 
Yisrael (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 9:1-7, 11:1-5, and 61:1).  While studying these 145 
verses in Vayikra / Leviticus, and Samuel, look carefully on how the word משיח 
(Mashiach, Messiah, anointed one) is used in the Hebrew text (paying particular 
attention to grammar).   
 

 150 ספר ויקרא פרק ד
ה בָּקָר תָּמִים לַיהוָֹ - ןיחֱֶטָא לְאַשְׁמַת הָעָם וְהִקְרִיב עַל חַטָּאתוֹ אֲשֶׁר חָטָא פַּר בֶּ  הַמָּשִׁיחַ כֹּהֵן ג   אִם הַ 
:לְחַטָּאת  

 

 ספר שמואל א פרק י
 155- יהְֹוָה עַל מְשָׁחֲךָ - הֲלוֹא כִּירֹאשׁוֹ ויִַּשָּׁקֵהוּ ויַֹּאמֶר - פַּךְ הַשֶּׁמֶן ויַּצִֹק עַל- א   ויַּקִַּח שְׁמוּאֵל אֶת

:נַחֲלָתוֹ לְנגָיִד  
 

נֵּה רֹעֶה בַּצֹּאן יִשַׁי הֲתַמּוּ הַנְּעָרִים וַיֹּאמֶר עוֹד שָׁאַר הַקָּטָן וְהִ - יא   וַיֹּאמֶר שְׁמוּאֵל אֶל
יב   וַיִּשְׁלַח וַיְבִיאֵהוּ : בֹּאוֹ פֹה-נָסֹב עַד-יִשַׁי שִׁלְחָה וְקָחֶנּוּ כִּי לֹא-וַיֹּאמֶר שְׁמוּאֵל אֶל
:זֶה הוּא- כִּי מְשָׁחֵהוּיְפֵה עֵינַיִם וְטוֹב רֹאִי פ וַיֹּאמֶר יְהֹוָה קוּם - וְהוּא אַדְמוֹנִי עִם  160 

 

 ספר שמואל ב פרק כב
חֶסֶד - יְשׁוּעוֹת מַלְכּוֹ ועְֹשֶֹה] מִגְדּוֹל[נא    מִגְדֹּיל : כֵּן אוֹדְךָ יהְֹוָה בַּגּוֹיםִ וּלְשִׁמְךָ אֲזמֵַּר- עַל   נ

:עוֹלָם- לְדָודִ וּלְזרְַעוֹ עַד לִמְשִׁיחוֹ  
 165 
In sefer Vayikra (book of Leviticus), the term משיח (Mashiach, Messiah, anointed 
one) is used as an adjective as an attribute of the noun (priest) meaning “the 
anointed priest” ( הַמָּשִׁיחַ הַכֹּהֵן  ).  On the other hand in the verses for Samuel the 
term משיח is used as a substantive where the word functions as a noun saying 
“you are the Lord’s anointed” ( יהְֹוהָ מְשָׁחֲךָ - כִּי ) or “rise anointed one” ( 170קוּם 
) ”or “and do/have grace for he is the anointed one ,(מְשָׁחֵהוּ לִמְשִׁיחוֹחֶסֶד - ועְֹשֶֹה ).  
So on the one hand משיח (Mashiach) is used descriptively to refer to the holy 
office of the priesthood or some capacity in which one is separated for service to 

Vayikra / Leviticus 4:3 

1 Samuel 10:1 

1 Samuel 10:11-12 

2 Samuel 22:50-51 
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the Lord while as the same time referring to God’s chosen one that is meant to 
deliver/save His people. 175 
 In the Tanach (Torah, Neviim/Prophets, Cetuvim/Writings) the Messiah is 
also referred to as the הגדול- הר  (Har Hagadol) in Zechariah 4:7  מִֽי־אַתָּה

׃ן לָֽהּהַֽר־הַגָּדֹול לִפְניֵ זרְֻבָּבֶל לְמִישֹׁר וְהֹוצִיא אֶת־הָאֶבֶן הָרֹאשָׁה תְּשֻׁאֹות חֵן חֵ    “4:7 'What 
are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain; and he 
will bring forth the top stone with shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’'” the reason 180 
being, He (the Messiah) towers above the Patriarchs, is greater than Moshe, and is 
greater than the ministering angels.  The Messiah is the Lord’s anointed one ( - כִּי

יהְֹוהָ מְשָׁחֲךָ  , see 1 Samuel 24:7, 24:11, 2 Samuel 19:22, and Tehilim / Psalms 2:2) 
where Mashiach functions as a noun naming a particular person.  This is reserved 
for an anointed king.  The Hebrew spelling changes to indicate the relationship 185 
with the Lord, such as the use of the construct form to indicate “The Anointed of 
the Lord.”  In Tehilim / Psalms 2:2  ּוָה יהְֹ- יחַָד עַל- אֶרֶץ ורְוֹזנְיִם נוֹסְדוּ- מַלְכֵי| ב   יתְִיצְַּבו

:מְשִׁיחוֹ- ועְַל  Mashiach is referred to as “His” (Adonai’s) Anointed King who is the 
son that is the only begotten of God (2:7)  נִי אֵלַי בְּנִי אַתָּה אֲ ז   אֲסַפְּרָה אֶל חֹק יהְוהָ אָמַר
:הַיּוֹם יְלִדְתִּיךָ  .  The Messiah is also known as משיח נגיד (Mashiach Nagid) meaning 190 

“Messiah the Prince (governor),” the one who would be cut off according to 
Daniel 9:25 ( שָׁבֻעִים  מָשִׁיחַ נָגִיד- מֹצָא דָבָר לְהָשִׁיב ולְִבְנוֹת ירְוּשָׁלַם עַד- כה   וְתֵדַע ותְַשְֹכֵּל מִן

:וּב ונְִבְנְתָה רְחוֹב וְחָרוּץ וּבְצוֹק הָעִתִּיםם תָּשׁשִׁבְעָה וְשָׁבֻעִים שִׁשִּׁים וּשְׁניִַ  ).  Note also that this is 
the same word נגיד (Nagid, governor, prince) used when God chose David to be 
king in 1 Samuel 13:14 (  195יצְַוֵּהוּ תָקוּם בִּקֵּשׁ יהְֹוָה לוֹ אִישׁ כִּלְבָבוֹ וַ - יד   ועְַתָּה מַמְלַכְתְּךָ לֹא

:צִוּךְָ יהְֹוָה- עַמּוֹ כִּי לֹא שָׁמַרְתָּ אֵת אֲשֶׁר- עַל לְנָגִידיהְֹוָה  ) drawing a parallel to king David.  
The Messiah is also known as the ח צדיקצמ  ”the righteous branch” that is written 
in Jeremiah 23:5 ( כִּיל וּמָלַךְ מֶלֶךְ והְִשְֹ צֶמַח צַדִּיקיהְֹוָה והֲַקִמֹתִי לְדָודִ - הִנֵּה ימִָים בָּאִים נְאֻם
:ועְָשָֹה מִשְׁפָּט וּצְדָקָה בָּאָרֶץ ) and Zechariah 6:12 ( ה וְאָמַרְתָּ אֵלָיו לֵאמֹר כֹּה אָמַר יהְוָ 

׃וּמִתַּחְתָּיו יצְִמָח וּבָנָה אֶת־הֵיכַל יהְוָֽה צְבָאֹות לֵאמֹר הִנֵּה־אִישׁ צֶמַח שְׁמֹו ).  Jewish tradition 200 
states that this צמח צדיק ”the righteous branch” is the title of the Messiah 
according to Midrash Raba on Bamidbar / Numbers Parashah 18 section 21 
shown below.  
 

 205 מדרש רבה במדבר פרשה יח סימן כא
נרמז לאברהם לך לך למאה שנה יוליד מ״ם  כא מנצפ״ך האותיות כפולות צופים אמרום כ״ך

כי עצמת ממנו מאד רמזו שהוא וזרעו עצומים בב׳ עולמות נ״ן ליעקב הצילני ) בראשית כו(ליצחק 
הנה ) זכריה ו( פקד פקדתי אתכם צ״ץ) שמות ג(נא מציל בשני עולמות פ״ף לישראל למשה 

איש צמח שמו וגו׳ זה משיח ואומר (ירמיה כג) והקימותי לדוד צמח צדיק ומלך מלך 
 210כ״ד ספרים הוסיף עליהם י״א מן תרי עשר  והשכיל ועשה משפט וצדקה בארץ שר חמשים

) שיר השירים ו(חוץ מן יונה שהוא בפני עצמו וששה סדרים ותשעה פרקים דתורת כהנים הרי נ׳ 
ששים המה מלכות ס׳ מסכתות ושמנים פילגשים פ׳ בתי מדרשות שהיו בירושלים כנגד פתחיה 

שלשלמה ששים הנה מטתו) שם שיר השירים ג(ועלמות אין מספר משנה החיצונה   
 
Midrash Raba on Bamidbar / Numbers is written in Hebrew and is a collection 215 
of ancient rabbinical homiletic interpretations on the book of Bamidbar / 
Numbers.  It is interesting here found in the midst of the Midrash on Bamidbar in 

Midrash Rabbah on 
Bamidbar / Numbers 
Parashah 18 section 
21  
The Midrash states 
using Zechariah 6 

)זכריה ו(  “Behold, a man 
whose name is the 
shoot (צמח שמו), and 
who shall shoot up, 
this is the Messiah” 
and according to 
Jeremiah 23 )ירמיה כג(   
“and I will raise up to 
David a “Righteous 
Branch” (צמח צדיק) who 
will reign as king and 
prosper, and he shall 
execute justice and 
righteousness in the 
land, prince the 
Messiah.”  This is the 
Messiah (׳ זה משיח).  
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Parashah 18 section 21 (פרשה יח סימן כא) we read the Jewish tradition that attests 
to the interpretation that the צמח צדיק ”the righteous branch” is the title of the 
Messiah and that these verses from Jeremiah and Zechariah provide a Messianic 220 
expectation.  The rabbinic commentary calls upon Zechariah 6 and Jeremiah 23 
as the biblical proof texts for the interpretation of “the righteous branch” to be 
the Messiah.   
 Studying the Scriptures on the Messiah, the Righteous Branch, the King 
Messiah, the Priest Messiah, the Anointed One (משיח), the One who would one 225 
day come to deliver God’s people and the One in whom God’s kingdom is to be 
established (raised up, lifted up) in Yisrael and in the World is found within the 
pages of rabbinic literature and most importantly, within the pages of the Holy 
Scripture (The Bible).  The hope of the Messiah runs throughout the Tanach 
where Mashiach will restore the Kingdom of David (Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 23, 230 
30:9, and Ezekiel 34:23).  He will restore the Temple in Zion (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 
2:2, Michah 4:1, Zechariah 6:13, and Ezekiel 37:26-28).  He will regather the 
exiles (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 11:12, 43:5, and 51:11).  He will offer a New 
Covenant to Yisrael (Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 31:31-35).  He will usher peace into 
this world coupled with the knowledge of the true God (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 2:4 235 
and 11:9).  He will swallow up death and disease (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 25:8) 
bearing our iniquities (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 53).  He will raise the dead to new life 
(Yeshayahu / Isaiah 26:19), and He will teach the Torah with the knowledge of 
the God of Yisrael for the purpose of uniting all of mankind as one.  Like it says 
in Zechariah 14:9  ְ׃חָד וּשְׁמֹו אֶחָֽדהָיהָ יהְוָה לְמֶלֶךְ עַל־כָּל־הָאָרֶץ בַּיֹּום הַהוּא יהְִיהֶ יהְוָה אֶ ו  240 
“God will be king over all the world and in that day God will be one and His 
name will be one.”  The key verse on which the idea of “Messiah the King” that 
rules in righteousness with dominion over all is found in Nathan’s oracle to King 
David in 2 Samuel 7:10-16 that says  ִּיו יו וְשָׁכַן תַּחְתָּ י   וְשַֹמְתִּי מָקוֹם לְעַמִּי לְיִשְֹרָאֵל וּנְטַעְת

 245ים הַיּוֹם אֲשֶׁר צִוּיִתִי שֹׁפְטִ - יא   וּלְמִן: עַולְָה לְעַנּוֹתוֹ כַּאֲשֶׁר בָּרִאשׁוֹנָה- יֹסִיפוּ בְניֵ- לֹאד וְ ולְֹא ירְִגּזַ עוֹ
וֹהָ- בַיתִ יעֲַשֶֹה- אֹיבְֶיךָ וְהִגּיִד לְךָ יהְֹוָה כִּי- עַמִּי יִשְֹרָאֵל וַהֲניִחֹתִי לְךָ מִכָּל- עַל | יב   כִּי : לְּךָ יהְ

- אֲשֶׁר יצֵֵא מִמֵּעֶיךָ והֲַכִינֹתִי אֶת זַרְעֲךָ אַחֲרֶיךָ - וַהֲקִימֹתִי אֶתאֲבֹתֶיךָ - וְשָׁכַבְתָּ אֶת ימְִלְאוּ ימֶָיךָ 
לּוֹ לְאָב - יד   אֲניִ אֶהְיהֶ: עוֹלָם- כִּסֵּא מַמְלַכְתּוֹ עַד- וְכֹנַנְתִּי אֶתבַּיתִ לִשְׁמִי - יג   הוּא יבְִנֶה: מַמְלַכְתּוֹ
יסָוּר - טו   וחְַסְדִּי לֹא: םלְבֵן אֲשֶׁר בְּהַעֲוֹתוֹ וְהֹכַחְתִּיו בְּשֵׁבֶט אֲנָשִׁים וּבְנגְִעֵי בְּניֵ אָדָ לִּי - וְהוּא יהְִיהֶ

 250עוֹלָם לְפָניֶךָ - טז   ונְֶאְמַן בֵּיתְךָ וּמַמְלַכְתְּךָ עַד: מִמֶּנּוּ כַּאֲשֶׁר הֲסִרֹתִי מֵעִם שָׁאוּל אֲשֶׁר הֲסִרֹתִי מִלְּפָניֶךָ 
:עוֹלָם- ךָ יהְִיהֶ נָכוֹן עַדכִּסְאֲ    7:10 ‘I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and 

will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be disturbed again, 
nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 7:11 even from the day that 
I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will make a house for 255 
you.  7:12 ‘When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I 
will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will 
establish his kingdom.  7:13 ‘He shall build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  7:14 ‘I will be a father to him and he 
will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of 260 
men and the strokes of the sons of men, 7:15 but My lovingkindness shall not 
depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  
7:16 ‘Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne 
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shall be established forever.’'‘ (NASB)  The covenant spoken of here was not 
fulfilled by Solomon and therefore the Seed that is raised up after David ( 265וַהֲקִימֹתִי 

זרְַעֲךָ אַחֲרֶיךָ - אֶת ) is the very seed that is referred to in the covenant blessings the 
Lord had spoken to Avraham (Parashat Lech Lecha) and to his children.  The One 
referred to here is the Mashiach, the Anointed King who will sit upon the throne 
forever and ever ( םעוֹלָ - כִּסֵּא מַמְלַכְתּוֹ עַד- וכְֹננְַתִּי אֶת ).  Based on the Scriptures, Yeshua 
is both יוסף- משיח בן  “the Messiah son of Yoseph” (the suffering servant) and 270 

דוד-משיח בן  “the Messiah son of David” (the reigning King).  He is the Anointed 
Prophet, Priest, and King that is foreshadowed through the Tanach in the use of 
the word משיח (Mashiach, Messiah, anointed one) and the various offices held by 
chosen men of God as prophets, priests, and kings.  Therefore the Messiah is 
interpreted to occupy each of the offices as prophet, priest, and king.  It would be 275 
an interesting study to look at the life of David; through the scriptures, David 
operated in all three offices as prophet, priest, and king in his life.  As a result 
David’s life also foreshadows the Messiah and provides for us a Messianic 
expectation of the coming Messiah. 
 In Parashat Vayeshev, God is setting the stage for Yoseph to be the 280 
Messiah of ancient Yisrael in the physical saving of the children of Yisrael.  
Through God’s divine direction, Pharaoh set Yoseph up into the highest position 
of power in the land of Mitzrayim (Egypt).  He will be placed as administer of the 
law in order to store food (produce) for the specific purpose of saving both the 
nations (Mitzrayim) and Yisrael from starvation in the coming famine.  In this 285 
week’s Parashah we learn that Yoseph functions as a type of Messiah, the Lord 
God is setting him up to be a physical savior and crucial piece in God’s plan for 
Yisrael.  By the power of God Yoseph preserved life in Yisrael and in Mitzrayim 
in a way that foreshadows the true Savior Yeshua the Messiah who was to come 
to save us from our sins preserving life in the Olam Habah (the world to come).  290 
Yoseph entered into prison falsely accused, Yeshua was falsely accused.  Yoseph 
grew up shepherding his Father’s flock; Yeshua is the true Sheppard leading all 
men into God’s truth and righteousness.  Yoseph ruled as the greatest power in 
Mitzrayim but remained under authority of Pharaoh.  Yeshua will rule as the 
greatest power over all nations of the earth and the entire universe but He will rule 295 
under and according to the authority of God our Father in Heaven.  Luke 3:23 
states that Yeshua was about 30 years old when he began his ministry and 
interestingly, Yoseph was taken out of prison at around 30 years of age beginning 
his saving ministry telling others of the dream/interpretation of the one true God, 
the God of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov had given him.  Yoseph gives the 300 
children of Yisrael physical food, whereas Yeshua gives us spiritual food (John 
6:27).  Yoseph kept his family, and the nation of Mitzrayim alive with grain, and 
Yeshua makes us alive spiritually and physically (John 10:10) and gives us life 
everlasting.  As we study these scriptures it becomes apparent by the examples of 
the great men of faith foreshadowing the One who was to come, God’s true 305 
Mashiach is Yeshua the Messiah.  Today, God is saving us from our sins being 
accomplished in His son, Yeshua the true Messiah, Mashiach ben Yoseph (the 
Messiah son of Yoseph).  Yeshua is going to return as דוד-משיח בן  “the Messiah 
son of David”(the reigning King).  The question before each of us today is “Am I 
ready to meet Yeshua as דוד- משיח בן  the Reigning King?”  “Have I truly made 310 
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Yeshua Lord and Reigning King of my life?”  “Am I saved, has God saved me?”  
If you doubt these things, it is time to place your faith in Yeshua the true Messiah, 
the one who reigns and rules forever for the purpose of knowing and having peace 
with God in your heart.  Let’s Pray! 
 315 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 

Thank You for showing to me the truth of Your Son Yeshua, I can truly 
see how You have revealed Your Messiah within the Holy Scriptures.  Help me to 320 
know without a doubt that You have established these things according to the 
Scriptures.  I believe that all of Scripture shows the purpose of the Messiah was to 
come and make atonement for my soul, to be that foundation stone that saves my 
life.  By faith I place my faith in Yeshua, I place my faith in Your Holy Word, 
please forgive me of my sins and have mercy on me Lord.  I ask please place for 325 
Your peace in my heart Lord, a peace that surpasses all understanding.  Create in 
me a new heart, and renew my mind, my body, and my spirit.  Thank You for 
forgiving me and redeeming me from my sins.  Help me to serve You Lord by 
faith and help me to regard your truth in my heart.  Please come and work in my 
life each day and help me to hear Your voice.  Thank You Lord for all You have 330 
done; I give You all of the glory, the honor, and the praise forever and ever.   
 
In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray!  Amen! 
 
 335 
 
 
What to pray:   

 Ask the Lord to help you to know Him in His Son Yeshua the Messiah.   
 340 

 Ask the Lord to help you to draw near to Him in the stillness of your heart 
in order “to hear His voice” and “to hold fast to Him.”   

 
 Thank the Lord for lifting the burden of sin and revealing His truth in your 

heart and life.   345 
 
 
 
 
 350 
 

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
:ועד לעולם המשיח מלך ישוע ורבינו מורנו לאדוננו הללויה  355 

Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi, 
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever 


