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Understanding the Messiah by the life of Yoseph

8P 717 Maws / This Week’s Reading

7n: Genesis 37:1-40:23
7w Amos 2:6-3:8
nnan: Matthew 19-20
hi7aih

Triennial cycle: Bereshit / Genesis 38:1-30

In this week’s reading from Parashat Vayeshev (Bereshit / Genesis 37:1-
40:23) we learn that Yaakov (Jacob) loved Yoseph (Joseph) more than his
brothers (37:3, ¥32-92n A0P-N¥ 23X PX2W). Yoseph had a dream about his
future (37:5-10) as a result his brothers become jealous (37:/7). As the narrative
continues, Yoseph’s brothers are plotting murder in their hearts (37:7/8-22) but
instead put him into a pit (37:23) and then sell him into slavery to the Ishmaelites
(37:27-29). The Ishmaelites sell Yoseph to Potiphar in Mitzrayim (Egypt) where
Yoseph acts righteously (;777¥7) and God prospers him. Potiphar’s wife falsely
accuses Yoseph and he is placed in jail (39:7-20). The Lord God makes Yoseph
prosperous in jail and Yoseph interprets dreams for the baker and butler, two
people Pharaoh had placed in prison (40:5-23). This week’s parashah primarily
discusses Yoseph, however in the midst of the narrative on Yoseph there is a
short story on Judah found in Bereshit 38:1-30. Yoseph was the eleventh son
born to Yaakov and was the first born of his wife Rachael. As a result, Yaakov
showed Yoseph favoritism over his brothers (-73-2 722- '7.7/:7 901-N8 278 ’7:\‘7 7]
D’J/?/‘) The favoritism of his Father caused Yoseph to be a spoiled son based on

what we read in 37:2 72N 51\’ Y7 2037-NN 901 N2 He brought a bad report
E about his brothers. Though Yoseph was spoiled by Yaakov, he walked in
b%"righteousness (7777%7) and justice (Y92%) more so than his brothers. The
— juxtaposition of the story of Judah (38:7-30) with Yoseph and Potiphar’s wife
3(39:] -20) illustrates for us that Yoseph chooses the path of righteousness. As a
= result, the Lord was with Yoseph (7772¥2 U8 %72 90708 7757 %7°) prospering him
8 and preparing him for the plans He has for him. Today have you chosen the path
= of righteousness regardless of what comes your way in life?
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Bereshit / Genesis 39:1-6

39:1 Now Joseph had been
taken down to Egypt; and
Potiphar, an Egyptian
officer of Pharaoh, the
captain of the bodyguard,
bought him from the
Ishmaelites, who had taken
him down there. 39:2 The
Lord was with Joseph, so
he became a successful
man. And he was in the
house of his master, the
Egyptian. 39:3 Now his
master saw that the Lord
was with him and how the
Lord caused all that he did
to prosper in his hand.
39:4 So Joseph found
favor in his sight and
became  his  personal
servant; and he made him
overseer over his house,
and all that he owned he
put in his charge. 39:5 It
came about that from the
time he made him overseer
in his house and over all
that he owned, the Lord
blessed the Egyptian's
house on account of
Joseph; thus the Lord's
blessing was upon all that
he owned, in the house and
in the field. 39:6 So he left
everything he owned in
Joseph's charge; and with
him there he did not
concern  himself  with
anything except the food
which he ate. Now Joseph
was handsome in form and
appearance. (NASB)
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In the opening verses from the Parashah, we read that Yoseph gave a bad report of
his brothers to his father Yaakov. The brothers then sell Yoseph into slavery. We
also read that Judah took from the daughters of Canaan and had children
according to Bereshit 38:1. The storyline is interesting because here we find
Judah forsaking the covenant of God and choosing from the people of the land
for a wife drawing a parallel from the life of Esav.
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According to the scriptures we can safely say that Yoseph chose to walk
righteously before God and his brothers did not ( 2N 77 /72 747 V%7 77 WIN TN)
077 OND INUT)).  Yoseph walked perfectly before God in the midst of all the
things that happened to him. The Lord had a plan for Yoseph to be given power
by Pharaoh over all of Mitzrayim (Egypt) and with this power Yoseph would save
many lives. The suffering and saving nature of Yoseph’s life has lead to the
development of doctrine on the messiah that is typified in Yoseph’s life. As a
result a connection is made in the Tanach that Yoseph is a type or representation
of the coming Messiah. Taking the life of Yoseph, Jewish tradition refers to two
redeemers, each of which is called /7°2 (Mashiach, Messiah, Anointed One).
These two redeemers are believed to be involved in delivering the people from
exile and ushering in the Messianic era. In the rabbinic literature they are

S referred to as 717-]2 /W2 “the Messiah son of David” and 901-]2 7020 “the

70 % Messiah son of Yoseph.” Occasionally in the rabbinic literature the Messiah is

1]
Q

also referred to as “Mashiach ben Ephraim” as we find in the Talmud Bavli,

» Sukah 52b. The reference to Ephraim is clearly a reference to Yoseph since
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Ephraim is one of two of Yoseph’s sons that become part of the tribes of Yisrael
(i.e. Ephraim and Manasseh). The suffering Messiah is prefigured by the life of
Yoseph in Bereshit / Genesis 37-50 and is described in the oral traditions of

Judaism as 907-)2 /7°% the suffering servant is the forerunner of the one who

comes as 717-)2 /7°2. The rabbinic literature on Zechariah 12:10-12 discusses
this “Mashiach ben Yoseph.”
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Bereshit / Genesis 38:1-2
38:1 And it came about at
that time, that Judah
departed from his brothers
and visited a certain
Adullamite, whose name
was Hirah. 38:2 Judah
saw there a daughter of a
certain Canaanite whose
name was Shua; and he
took her and went in to
her. (NASB)

Zechariah 12:10-12
12:10 ‘I will pour out on
the house of David and on
the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the Spirit of
grace and of supplication,
so that they will look on
Me whom they have
pierced; and they will
mourn for Him, as one
mourns for an only son,
and they will weep
bitterly over Him like the
bitter weeping over a
firstborn. 12:11 ‘In that
day there will be great
mourning in Jerusalem,
like the mourning of
Hadadrimmon in the plain
of Megiddo. 12:12 ‘The
land will mourn, every
family by itself; the
family of the house of
David by itself and their
wives by themselves; the
family of the house of
Nathan by itself and their
wives by themselves;
(NASB)
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The Talmud Bavli Sukah 52a it says “Messiah son of Yoseph was slain, as it is
written ‘they shall look upon whom they have pierced and they shall mourn for
him as one mourned for his only son.”” Rabbi Dosa says “they will mourn over
the Messiah who will be slain” found in the Talmud Bavli Sukah 52a and the
Talmud Yerushalami Sukah 55b. In Sanhedrin 98b it is written that “The
Messiah, what is his name? Those of the house of Rabbi Yehuda the saint say, the
sick one, as it is said, ‘surely he had borne our sicknesses.””” Rabbi Elijah de
Vidas also said “But he was wounded meaning that since the Messiah bears our
iniquities which produces the effect of His being bruised, it follows that
whosoever will not admit that Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities, must endure
and suffer for them himself.” The point of the matter on these quotations from
the Talmud is the idea (understanding) that the Messiah would come as a
suffering servant that is illustrated by the life of Yoseph. The verse from
Zechariah 12:10 28 W3 DV 17 177 0, 5007 309 1 590 707 1375 povgh

1700) YIPTILN DN 93T Y WD PO I TIPTOY 75009 7#5} states that the
person being illed will be killed durmg the war against evil and the mourning
will be like the mourning of one over the first born child ( 72 P72 7
77..-7:'7’-7-5. Y). Following this, there will be great calamity (disaster) in the land
(Zechariah 12:11-12) which draws a parallel with the destruction of Jerusalem
following the death, burial and resurrection of Yeshua.

In the beginning of Parashat Vayeshev we read that Yoseph has two
dreams that indicate his brothers and even his father Yaakov (Yisrael) will bow
down to him. In next week’s study, Yoseph enters back into his brothers’ lives
that rejected him in this week’s study. They bow down to him and Yoseph
becomes the savior of his people providing food for them in the midst of the great
famine. Let’s read the section on verses of Yoseph’s dreams from Bereshit /
Genesis 37:5-11.
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Yoseph had a dream of future events. Speaking to his brothers ( Dﬂ’.’?ﬁ TN

THiT D?'?[pj NI 75//;72‘/’) they rejected him, wanted to murder him, threw him into a pit,
and sold him into slavery. The suffering life of Yoseph was and is according to
the Scriptures symbolic of the Messiah and provides for us a messianic
expectation for the Messiah. Mashiach (/7°2’2) is defined to mean anointed or
consecrated person or thing. According to the Bible, this anointed one could be a

priest (Vayikra / Leviticus 4:3, 99 2°)p7) DY MowN? NU 2T 1797 o8 2

130 < :INDI? TI7? 290 J23-)2 75 ND LN NP a king where the prophet Samuel

Copyrig
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Bereshit / Genesis 37:5-
11

37:5 Then Joseph had a
dream, and when he told
it to his brothers, they
hated him even more.
37:6 He said to them,
‘Please listen to this
dream which I have had;
37:7 for behold, we were
binding sheaves in the
field, and lo, my sheaf
rose up and also stood
erect; and behold, your
sheaves gathered around
and bowed down to my
sheaf.” 37:8 Then his
brothers said to him, ‘Are
you actually going to
reign over us? Or are you
really going to rule over
us?’ So they hated him
even more for his dreams
and for his words. 37:9
Now he had still another
dream, and related it to

his brothers, and said,
‘Lo, I have had still
another  dream; and

behold, the sun and the
moon and eleven stars
were bowing down to
me.” 37:10 He related it
to his father and to his
brothers; and his father
rebuked him and said to
him, ‘What is this dream
that you have had? Shall 1
and your mother and your
brothers actually come to

bow ourselves down
before you to the
ground?’ 37:11 His

brothers were jealous of
him, but his father kept
the saying in mind.
(NASB)
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refers to King Saul as the Lord’s anointed (/ Samuel 10:1, 79-NN z74}4‘-7/27:2/‘ 27 N
STA? IN2m-OY T JIR-D NIAT MWNY YRR TN TR0V 28 10B7) and King
David in / Samuel 16:11-13 and 2 Samuel 22:50-51. The anointed one is also
applied to a prophet (1 Kings 19:15-16, 7737 J2777 200 72 YO8 M7 8™ W
-5y To mURR U NV DN) U DNV T007 NN ORI DND) P 0T
STRIR NP TR 2 PND vOUR)2 YUPON-NN) 9N '2”). In each of these
occurrences on the use of the word /7°2 (Mashiach, Messiah, anointed one), the
use of the word is as a reference to the divinely chosen person in the Tanach
(Torah, Neviim/Prophets, Cetuvim/Writings). Each of these also provides
precedent for the office of the Mashiach were (i) a person is authorized to be
separated for God’s service, (i1) a distinct choice is made by God choosing His
anointed one (/ Samuel 24:8), (ii1) the anointed one is enabled by God to
accomplish his task (/ Samuel 10:6, 16:13) given power and the abilities to lead

His people, and (iv) the promise of the coming deliverance of the people of
Yisrael (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 9:1-7, 11:1-5, and 61:1). While studying these

verses in Vayikra / Leviticus, and Samuel, look carefully on how the word /7°22
(Mashiach, Messiah, anointed one) is used in the Hebrew text (paying particular
attention to grammar).
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In sefer Vayikra (book of Leviticus), the term /7°2 (Mashiach, Messiah, anointed
one) is used as an adjective as an attribute of the noun (priest) meaning ‘“the

< anointed priest” (f7°¥/7 )7 7). On the other hand in the verses for Samuel the

term /7’22 is used as a substantive where the word functions as a noun saying
“you are the Lord’s anointed” (77177 JIe#2-9) or “rise anointed one” ( D)7
WTTED), or “and do/have grace for he is the anointed one” (¥TPR22 70771 V).
So on the one hand /7’2 (Mashiach) is used descriptively to refer to the holy
office of the priesthood or some capacity in which one is separated for service to

4

Vayikra / Leviticus 4:3

1 Samuel 10:1

1 Samuel 10:11-12

2 Samuel 22:50-51
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the Lord while as the same time referring to God’s chosen one that is meant to
deliver/save His people.

In the Tanach (Torah, Neviim/Prophets, Cetuvim/Writings) the Messiah is
also referred to as the ?1737-77 (Har Hagadol) in Zechariah 4:7 7TANT 2
20 T 0 NP TN T INTIN N ) 9 W0 2230 900 M 7 “4:7 'What
are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain, and he

will bring forth the top stone with shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!”'” the reason
being, He (the Messiah) towers above the Patriarchs, is greater than Moshe, and is

greater than the ministering angels. The Messiah is the Lord’s anointed one (-%

)77 T, see 1 Samuel 24:7, 24:11, 2 Samuel 19:22, and Tehilim / Psalms 2:2)
where Mashiach functions as a noun naming a particular person. This is reserved
for an anointed king. The Hebrew spelling changes to indicate the relationship
with the Lord, such as the use of the construct form to indicate “The Anointed of

the Lord.” Tn Tehilim / Psalms 2:2 /1) 77=%Y T-3700 22757 ya8-000 | 230 3
SR 5;2:7 Mashiach is referred to as “His” (Adonai’s) Anointed King who is the
son that is the only begotten of God (2:7) 3N 7N %22 S9N TN V72 77 98 779908 1
: 17’4’-77.’7:’ﬁ7'~’,_7. The Messiah is also known as 7227 /7’2 (Mashiach Nagid) meaning
“Messiah the Prince (governor),” the one who would be cut off according to
Daniel 9:25 ( 2°Y2W T3 IOWR-7V DPUAY D132 PUHT? 927 N¥ -1 03w YI) 71
DAY P YY) 297 03 WP 09U 0w 0°Va) Avaw). Note also that this is
the same word 7212 (Nagid, governor, prince) used when God chose David to be
king in 1 Samuel 13:14 ( ¥7¥) 12222 LN 17 7) 77 Wp2 O20-8 2 70200 708) 7
STV NSNS N DY N 700 T9Y- 59 739 77) 77) drawing a parallel to king David.

R R g

The Messiah is also known as the 2°7¥ /79X “the righteous branch’ that is written
in Jeremiah 23:5 (‘222 W) T20 T207 2578 A )72 N WP T T-OND DN3 0% 7T
SYIND TP DB W) and Zechariah 6:12 (YT N T T OND PN PION)
VT D2YTNN T2 X VAR ) 0 ¥ UPNTINT 7 N2 11 'N2X). Jewish tradition
states that this 2°7¥ 770X “the righteous branch” is the title of the Messiah

according to Midrash Raba on Bamidbar / Numbers Parashah 18 section 21
shown below.
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WY N N DTOY 0N D700 770 BT M YINI RIS DR T Dowm
() D°PRIT PR 7 0UT 27T NNNT D370 VLN D770 TR WXY 202 NV T )0 YT
TN N0 DOPUN2 VTR MIWTTY N3 D D2 DU N0 0 Mo T 2w
DWW TIFWOW MDY TNT (3 DOPWT PR D) ANIIIT LY D00 PN M

Midrash Raba on Bamidbar / Numbers is written in Hebrew and is a collection
of ancient rabbinical homiletic interpretations on the book of Bamidbar /
Numbers. 1t is interesting here found in the midst of the Midrash on Bamidbar in

5

Midrash Rabbah on
Bamidbar / Numbers

Parashah 18 section
21
The Midrash states

using Zechariah 6
(1/77121) “Behold, a man
whose name is the
shoot (M0 ™mX), and
who shall shoot up,
this is the Messiah”
and according to
Jeremiah 23 (3 707)
“and I will raise up to
David a “Righteous
Branch” (77¢ max) who
will reign as king and
prosper, and he shall
execute justice and
righteousness in the
land,  prince  the
Messiah.” This is the
Messiah (7722 /7).
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Parashah 18 section 21 (N2 }2°0 /7° ;779) we read the Jewish tradition that attests

to the interpretation that the 2°7¥ 72X “the righteous branch” is the title of the
Messiah and that these verses from Jeremiah and Zechariah provide a Messianic
expectation. The rabbinic commentary calls upon Zechariah 6 and Jeremiah 23
as the biblical proof texts for the interpretation of “the righteous branch’ to be
the Messiah.

Studying the Scriptures on the Messiah, the Righteous Branch, the King

Messiah, the Priest Messiah, the Anointed One (/7°2’2), the One who would one
day come to deliver God’s people and the One in whom God’s kingdom is to be
established (raised up, lifted up) in Yisrael and in the World is found within the
pages of rabbinic literature and most importantly, within the pages of the Holy
Scripture (The Bible). The hope of the Messiah runs throughout the Tanach
where Mashiach will restore the Kingdom of David (Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 23,
30:9, and Ezekiel 34:23). He will restore the Temple in Zion (Yeshayahu / Isaiah
2:2, Michah 4:1, Zechariah 6:13, and Ezekiel 37:26-28). He will regather the
exiles (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 11:12, 43:5, and 51:11). He will offer a New
Covenant to Yisrael (Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 31:31-35). He will usher peace into
this world coupled with the knowledge of the true God (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 2:4
and 11:9). He will swallow up death and disease (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 25:8)
bearing our iniquities (Yeshayahu / Isaiah 53). He will raise the dead to new life
(Yeshayahu / Isaiah 26:19), and He will teach the Torah with the knowledge of
the God of Yisrael for the purpose of uniting all of mankind as one. Like it says
in Zechariah 14:9 7 [N 1000 T8 707 0 8YTT 0053 YINT 09TV 02 0T TN

“God will be kmg over all the world and in that day God will be one and His
name will be one.” The key verse on which the idea of “Messiah the King” that
; mles in righteousness with dominion over all is found in Nathan’s oracle to King

—————

2| 0D W PN N OF -7;.7’77 N mmm: m\w msb ,7’77:2-’:3 79’0 Ny ki 7 mw 2
R > ,7%7 vy 139 )T ,75 77 3’3’ N- ’7.7;.7 75 Velopy] bm v pp-oy

.......
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r:d WONDTOM W DTN NI WU DY LI AT T WD M 120 5T NI
4: 7’195 o=y 17]735/:7/:?7 TCIND D 7’39’7;: N 07 MW SING YD 1) 07 TUND B

m DW=V )1 7 N0 7:10 ‘I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and
= will plant them that they may live in their own place and not be disturbed again,
— nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 7:11 even from the day that

I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all
O your enemies. The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will make a house for
= you. 7:12 ‘When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I
;§ will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will
: establish his kingdom. 7:13 ‘He shall build a house for My name, and I will
= establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 7:14 ‘I will be a father to him and he
= will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of
& men and the strokes of the sons of men, 7:15 but My lovingkindness shall not
© depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.
7:16 ‘Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever, your throne
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shall be established forever.”'* (NASB) The covenant spoken of here was not
fulfilled by Solomon and therefore the Seed that is raised up after David ( 17 2377

TN JYV-NN) is the very seed that is referred to in the covenant blessings the
Lord had spoken to Avraham (Parashat Lech Lecha) and to his children. The One
referred to here is the Mashiach, the Anointed King who will sit upon the throne

forever and ever (271~ 79 19070 89-N8 A2 D). Based on the Scriptures, Yeshua
is both 901-12 WY “the Messiah son of Yoseph” (the suffering servant) and

T)T-]12 WY “the Messiah son of David” (the reigning King). He is the Anointed
Prophet, Priest, and King that is foreshadowed through the Tanach in the use of

the word /7’2’2 (Mashiach, Messiah, anointed one) and the various offices held by
chosen men of God as prophets, priests, and kings. Therefore the Messiah is
interpreted to occupy each of the offices as prophet, priest, and king. It would be
an interesting study to look at the life of David; through the scriptures, David
operated in all three offices as prophet, priest, and king in his life. As a result
David’s life also foreshadows the Messiah and provides for us a Messianic
expectation of the coming Messiah.

In Parashat Vayeshev, God is setting the stage for Yoseph to be the
Messiah of ancient Yisrael in the physical saving of the children of Yisrael.
Through God’s divine direction, Pharaoh set Yoseph up into the highest position
of power in the land of Mitzrayim (Egypt). He will be placed as administer of the
law in order to store food (produce) for the specific purpose of saving both the
nations (Mitzrayim) and Yisrael from starvation in the coming famine. In this
week’s Parashah we learn that Yoseph functions as a type of Messiah, the Lord
God is setting him up to be a physical savior and crucial piece in God’s plan for
Yisrael. By the power of God Yoseph preserved life in Yisrael and in Mitzrayim
in a way that foreshadows the true Savior Yeshua the Messiah who was to come
to save us from our sins preserving life in the Olam Habah (the world to come).
Yoseph entered into prison falsely accused, Yeshua was falsely accused. Yoseph
grew up shepherding his Father’s flock; Yeshua is the true Sheppard leading all
S men into God’s truth and righteousness. Yoseph ruled as the greatest power in
E Mitzrayim but remained under authority of Pharaoh. Yeshua will rule as the
& greatest power over all nations of the earth and the entire universe but He will rule
o under and according to the authority of God our Father in Heaven. Luke 3:23
%states that Yeshua was about 30 years old when he began his ministry and
& interestingly, Yoseph was taken out of prison at around 30 years of age beginning
= his saving ministry telling others of the dream/interpretation of the one true God,
—the God of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov had given him. Yoseph gives the
5 children of Yisrael physical food, whereas Yeshua gives us spiritual food (John
QO 6:27). Yoseph kept his family, and the nation of Mitzrayim alive with grain, and
~ Yeshua makes us alive spiritually and physically (John 10:10) and gives us life
;’§ everlasting. As we study these scriptures it becomes apparent by the examples of
: the great men of faith foreshadowing the One who was to come, God’s true
= Mashiach is Yeshua the Messiah. Today, God is saving us from our sins being
= accomplished in His son, Yeshua the true Messiah, Mashiach ben Yoseph (the

& Messiah son of Yoseph). Yeshua is going to return as 717-]2 /702 “the Messiah
9 son of David”(the reigning King). The question before each of us today is “Am [

Eﬂready to meet Yeshua as 717-]2 /7’02 the Reigning King?” “Have I truly made
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Yeshua Lord and Reigning King of my life?” “Am I saved, has God saved me?”
If you doubt these things, it is time to place your faith in Yeshua the true Messiah,
the one who reigns and rules forever for the purpose of knowing and having peace
with God in your heart. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for showing to me the truth of Your Son Yeshua, I can truly
see how You have revealed Your Messiah within the Holy Scriptures. Help me to
know without a doubt that You have established these things according to the
Scriptures. I believe that all of Scripture shows the purpose of the Messiah was to
come and make atonement for my soul, to be that foundation stone that saves my
life. By faith I place my faith in Yeshua, I place my faith in Your Holy Word,
please forgive me of my sins and have mercy on me Lord. I ask please place for
Your peace in my heart Lord, a peace that surpasses all understanding. Create in
me a new heart, and renew my mind, my body, and my spirit. Thank You for
forgiving me and redeeming me from my sins. Help me to serve You Lord by
faith and help me to regard your truth in my heart. Please come and work in my
life each day and help me to hear Your voice. Thank You Lord for all You have
done; I give You all of the glory, the honor, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

What to pray:
o Ask the Lord to help you to know Him in His Son Yeshua the Messiah.

e Ask the Lord to help you to draw near to Him in the stillness of your heart
in order “to hear His voice” and “to hold fast to Him.”

o Thank the Lord for lifting the burden of sin and revealing His truth in your
heart and life.

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever




