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Repentance, Forgiveness, Justice and Righteousness

8P 717 Maws / This Week’s Reading

7n: Genesis 6:9-11:32
aovon: Isaiah 66:1-24
nnan: Matthew 3-4
hi7aih

Triennial cycle: Bereshit / Genesis 8:15-10:32

In this week’s reading from Parashat Noach (Bereshit / Genesis 6:9-
11:32) the Lord saw all of the wickedness on the face of the earth from mankind
(=27 O ) :OPF-29 V727 1200 3Wm ¥ 00) YIND DINT Y7 727 20 7) 7PN
22-O8 3%V YIN2 D787-N8 77 WY) and that the heart of man was consistently
focused upon evil (Bereshit 6:9). It grieved the Lord that He had made man, the
Targum Onkelos (Bereshit 6:10) says that it grieved the Lord God in His the
Memra (77273, Word) that He had made man ( 278 77 73¥ °2N /70272 2 20)

MY TR 73.77/27'7 73 N1 NYIND). As a result, the Lord was gomg to
brlng a great flood to destroy all life having breath from the face of the earth.
God instructs Noach to build an ark and then Noach, his family, two of every
unclean animal, and 7 pairs of every clean animal enter into the ark. Following
the flood and the waters receding, God instructs Noach that it is ok to leave the
ark. In Bereshit / Genesis 9:11 God says QIR P2-NX N 1M “I establish my
covenant with you,” the Lord declares that He will establish His covenant and
places His bow as a reminder of the covenant that He has made to not destroy the
im; earth by water (flood) Y287 7°27 °2 N2 NIXY 707 11¥32 °ANI *AYR-NX as long as
~ the earth stands and the seasons come in their time. Based on this text, the Lord
£ makes a covenant with the earth and places the rainbow as a sign of the covenant.
-;2‘) On seeing the rainbow, the Lord will remember the covenant that He made with
= us and all life on the earth (-222 77 WHF22 T2 0 *12 WK N"2-NK A0
iw;w;—b; nowh Danh omn T M=) 7w3). Note that God “remembers” on
= seeing the rainbow. Life can be so intense sometimes that we forget the hope that
U we have that comes as a result of our faith and faithfulness to God. Like God,
~ sometimes we need to remind ourselves that mighty and awesome is our God, He
§,§ has a plan for us and He (God) has remained faithful to us throughout the ages in
; the covenant He made in His Son Yeshua the Messiah.
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Bereshit / Genesis 9:7-15
9:7 ‘As for you, be
fruitful and multiply;
Populate the earth
abundantly and multiply
in it.”  9:8 Then God
spoke to Noah and to his
sons with him, saying, 9:9
‘Now behold, I Myself do
establish My covenant
with you, and with your
descendants after you;
9:10 and with every living
creature that is with you,
the birds, the cattle, and
every beast of the ecarth
with you; of all that
comes out of the ark, even
every beast of the earth.
9:11 ‘I establish My
covenant with you; and all
flesh shall never again be
cut off by the water of the
flood, neither shall there
again be a flood to destroy
the earth.” 9:12 God said,
‘This is the sign of the
covenant which I am
making between Me and
you and every living
creature that is with you,
for all successive
generations; 9:13 I set My
bow in the cloud, and it
shall be for a sign of a
covenant between Me and
the earth. 9:14 ‘It shall
come about, when I bring
a cloud over the earth,
that the bow will be seen
in the cloud, 9:15 and I
will remember My
covenant, which is
between Me and you and
every living creature of all
flesh; and never again
shall the water become a
flood to destroy all flesh.
(NASB)
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Noach (113) is the grandson of Methuselah (Bereshit / Genesis 5:25-29)

who lived 969 years, the oldest man to have walked the earth. Noach was born

250 years following the death of Adam. Methuselah was the son of Lamech who

50  was the fifth in descent from Cain and Lamech was the first man to have violated
the marriage covenant of having only one wife (see Bereshit / Genesis 4:23-24).

The word Noach (771) when used as a noun is a proper name, when used as a verb

(M17) means “to rest,” and when used as an adjective (171) means “resting.” The
meaning behind the name that Lamech gives to Noach is explained in Bereshit /
55  Genesis 5:29 that states ‘This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil

of our hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed’ ( 0 7]
T I TR TR T, TV 0 W)

B-171> P02 57 29D NYWNMA B0 NOWNR"2 w2
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These words are prophetic in a sense that Noach was a type of Messiah (Savior)
for the human race. It was through Noach and his family that the human race
survived the destruction of the world by the flood. During the great flood the
earth rested from the wickedness of mankind however the earth was in great
turmoil. Noach personified the Messiah in the sense that he was a type of the one
who is the true “rest and comfort” of men under the burden of life as it is written

70 im;in Matthew 11:28 (Aevte TQEOG HE TAVIEG Ol KOTUWVTEG KAl

65
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% MEPOQTIOUEVOL, KAYW avanavow Vuac.) “Come to Me, all who are weary
= and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” Noah was a righteous man and lived
= righteously in his generation as it says in Ezekiel 14:14, and Bereshit / Genesis

= 6:8 that Noah found grace in God’s eyes (7737 "DV 17 R¥2 7).
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80 S As the men of Noach’s generation were growing more and more corrupted
— (wicked) the Lord God had decided to wipe the earth of the wicked population
S and so the Lord God entered into a covenant with Noach having the promise of
© deliverance from the coming flood. As a result of the covenant, God commanded

Noah to build an ark in Bereshit / Genesis 6:14 saying D3 7933y Nan T7 7wy
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Bereshit / Genesis 5:28-
30

5:28 Lamech lived one
hundred and eighty-two
years, and became the
father of a son. 5:29 Now
he called his name Noah,
saying, ‘This one will
give us rest from our
work and from the toil of
our hands arising from the
ground which the Lord
has cursed.” 5:30 Then
Lamech lived five
hundred and ninety-five
years after he became the
father of Noah, and he
had other sons and
daughters. (NASB)

Ezekiel 14:14

14:14 even though these
three men, Noah, Daniel
and Job were in its midst,
by their own
righteousness they could
only deliver themselves,’
declares the Lord God.
(NASB)
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D22 VI N72% AN'R D192 TANG-NN T.WYA to build a “tavah” (7207, ark) from
gopher wood and that he was to cover the inside and outside of the ark with pitch.
According to the Scriptures, the construction of the ark took 120 years to
construct during which time Noach bore testimony against the wickedness and
unbelief of his generation (see / Peter 3:18-20, 2 Peter 2:5).

It is interesting that here in Bereshit / Genesis the Lord waited 120 years
before bringing the flood upon the earth, the length of time it took for Noach to
build the ark. This reminds us of what the Apostle Peter said in 2 Peter 3:9 ov
Poadvvel kKUELOG TG EmMayyeAlag, g Tveg PoadvTnTa yovvTal, AAAX
HakpoOupel eig Dpag, pr PovAduevog tvag amoAéobat aAAa mdvtag
elg petavowav xwoenoat. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all
to come to repentance. (NASB) Today the Lord is waiting patiently for you to
repent and believe on His Messiah Yeshua. The intensity of life can make us
forget the most important thing, which is faith in the Lord and in His Messiah,
and to walk humbly before our God as it says in Micah 6:8 218~ QIR 7 T3

T 77ORTOY N7 VIR O N2ON) VIR M YTOR 2 Tan WN'T MM 9 (He has
told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do
Jjustice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?).

King David understood that God patiently waits and forgives those who
seek His face in humility and repentance. The opening verses in Tehilim / Psalms
51 tell us the purpose of the Psalm N°237 103 PO8-X122 2 :M77 Jinms m¥an? X
YW-N2-9% R2-WK2 a song of David that is associated with the transgression of

the sin with Bat-Shava (Y2¥-N3, Bathsheba). Now most English speaking people
look at the name Bathsheba and think on how she was bathing and David looked
upon her and sinned. The construction of the English name “Bath-Sheba” is the
result of the transliteration of two Hebrew words into English. The name Bat-
Shava means “daughter seven.” Y2W used as a noun means the number “seven,”
as an adjective can mean “satisfied, satiated, full,” and used as a verb can have

the meaning to swear, take an oath (¥2w°71?). Bat-Shava simply means that she
was the seventh daughter that was born. Her name could also refer to her
Father’s joy of being satisfied and full in the birth of a baby girl, or in the
fulfillment of the covenant that he swore to God and the birth if a baby girl would
be the fulfillment of the covenant he made. Without further information on Bat-
Shava’s father it is hard to say, but regardless of this we understand from a

— Hebraic perspective, the naming convention of the Hebrew boys and girls
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revolved around one’s life and relationship with God.
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Tehilim / Psalms 51:1-21

51:1 Be gracious to me, O
God, according to Your
lovingkindness; According to
the greatness of  Your
compassion blot out my
transgressions. 51:2 Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity
And cleanse me from my sin.
51:3 For 1 know my
transgressions, And my sin is
ever before me. 51:4 Against
You, You only, I have sinned
And done what is evil in Your
sight, So that You are justified
when You speak  And
blameless when You judge.
51:5 Behold, I was brought
forth in iniquity, And in sin my
mother conceived me. 51:6
Behold, You desire truth in the
innermost being, And in the
hidden part You will make me
know wisdom. 51:7 Purify me
with hyssop, and I shall be
clean; Wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow. 51:8 Make
me to hear joy and gladness,
Let the bones which You have
broken rejoice. 51:9 Hide
Your face from my sins And
blot out all my iniquities.
51:10 Create in me a clean
heart, O God, And renew a
steadfast spirit within me.
51:11 Do not cast me away
from Your presence And do
not take Your Holy Spirit from
me. 51:12 Restore to me the
joy of Your salvation And
sustain me with a willing
spirit. 51:13 Then I will teach
transgressors Your ways, And
sinners will be converted to
You. 51:14 Deliver me from
bloodguiltiness, O God, the
God of my salvation; Then my
tongue will joyfully sing of
Your righteousness. 51:15 O
Lord, open my lips, That my
mouth may declare Your
praise. 51:16 For You do not
delight in sacrifice, otherwise I
would give it; You are not
pleased with burnt offering.
51:17 The sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit; A broken
and a contrite heart, O God,
You will not despise. 51:18
By Your favor do good to
Zion; Build the walls of
Jerusalem. 51:19 Then You
will delight in righteous
sacrifices, In burnt offering
and whole burnt offering; Then
young bulls will be offered on
Your altar. (NASB)
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Reading Tehilim / Psalms 51 we get the idea that David’s soul is suffering under
the weight of his guilt after having lusted for another man’s wife, being intimate
with her and impregnating her, and then to cover up his sin by killing Uriah, Bat-
Shava’s husband (See 2 Samuel 11). In the beginning of the Psalm, David uses

three words for sin in the first few verses, "YUD meaning “crime, sin, offense,
felony, transgression,” "1Wn from the root MY meaning “sin, crime, offence,

evil,” and the word “DRUTMI from the root Xvunm meaning “sin, fault, offence,
sinfulness, ungodliness, crime.” In David’s confession of his sin, he used three

words asking for forgiveness, J7902 from the root word 70T meaning “grace,
mercy,” TR] from the root word Of7 meaning
°10323 from the root word D22 meaning “fo wash.”

i3]

“to have mercy, compassion,

Additional context

On the question of sin, the Torah lists for us those sins that
separate us from God. Mishley / Proverbs 21:2-3 tells us W ¥R J77-23
M NiA? 12°N) YV 21:2 Every man's way is right in his own eyes, But
the Lord weighs the hearts. Mishley / Proverbs 21:3 explains to us that
the Lord God weighs our hearts saying “7o do righteousness and justice is
desired by the Lord more than sacrifice.” Concerning sin in our lives,
God sees our hearts and knows everything about us, nothing is hidden

from Him. David realizes this while writing his Psalm in Tehilim / Psalms
51.

7-R 210D KD 29D DR 150
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— In David’s use of these three words to describe his sin, Y9 is a reference to his
O external guilt in sin, whereas W72 and RWIM referring to the internal state.

DaV1d recognized that in his heart he did not exercise justice (VDW2) and
<C righteousness (727¥) before God and before others. He committed murder. The
% greatness of this external and internal uncleanness excluded David from

worshiping in God’s presence. Only a complete eradication of his sin will restore
— him into fellowship with God and to His presence. As a result, David seeks the
§ internal cleansing that is accomplished only by the grace and mercy of God as
@ understood according to the Hebrew text on the use of the words 77002 and 7710
= and then to be cleansed externally by the purifying waters by the phrase “to wash”

4
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Proverbs 21:1-5

21:1 The king's heart is
like channels of water in
the hand of the Lord; He
turns it wherever He
wishes. 21:2 Every man's
way is right in his own
eyes, But the Lord weighs
the hearts. 21:3 To do
righteousness and justice
Is desired by the Lord
more than sacrifice. 21:4
Haughty eyes and a proud
heart, The lamp of the
wicked, is sin. 21:5 The
plans of the diligent lead
surely to advantage, But
everyone who is hasty
comes surely to poverty.
(NASB)



(°1922) me from my sins. This is emphasized in David’s statement i ilim
Psalms 51:4 in the Hebrew Bible, (note it is 57:2 in the English Bible) [227] 7207
SITTY DRI "1V °10323 by the word "1V meaning “cleanse me” in the sexse of
ritual purity. David realizes that sinning against Bat-Shava and against Uriah is
synonymous with sinning against God. He then confirms the Lord’s/righteous

judgment against sin and God’s desire for righteousness in His peop)é ( | 7727 17

TS 3R 0372 PRI I WY TPYAVIT TNVY) in Tehilim yPsalms 51:6.
David goes on in Tehilim / Psalms 51 expressing the imgortance of being

cleansed in 57:9 saying Ta?X XU 210220 TT0R) 29N WPAN Purify me with

175

180

hyssop, and I shall be clean;, Wash me, and I shall be whitér than snow. (NASB)
and asks that Hyssop (211X2) be used in the cleansing process. Hyssop is an
aromatic herb from the mint family that was used to/prinkle the blood on the
doorposts at Pesach (Passover) according to Shemot /Exodus 12:22 and Vayikra /
Leviticus 14:4-6, 14:49-52. The use of the word Hyssop then draws a parallel to
the Pesach festival and the idea that the bloodAvas used so the angel of death
would pass him over. (Note that Yeshua laid down his life on Pesach, so that we
who believe in Him (Yeshua) would not perish but have everlasting life.) David
implies the internal cleansing from sjd in the phrase TJUN) 27X “IRLON
translating literally as “my sins in hyssgp and I will be clean” asking the Lord to
cleans him inwardly. David desires ndt only that his sins be forgiven him but that
his heart would be made pure in 7éhilim / Psalms 51:12-13 “3-XJ2 9% 27 2
DI MRR-2X TR M) TI7 R UR-OR X 02792 WD Ti0) ;) 27 9% (“Create
in me a clean heart, O God, 4d renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast
me away from Your presenge And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.”, Note
the English bible reference is 51:10-11). The Hebrew text says “create in me a
clean heart in the sense of ritual purity, and a right/correct new spirit inside of
me.” Sin in our lives should lead us to true, heartfelt repentance before God with
the longing to return to communion with the Lord having an awareness of our
+ need to be forgiven. David recognized that in sin, his relationship with God was
g estranged and asks the Lord to not cast him away from His presence and do not
2 take away His Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) (-2% TUTR MM TI072 12°720n0-9%
Qi 1 1PR).  So in this verse (Tehilim / Psalms 51:12-13) we see that sin can
% estrange us from God’s Ruach HaKodesh which is another way to say that as we
& sin we are acting in opposition to the leading of God’s Spirit. In the final verses
i David recognizes that the Lord is looking for repentance, justice (V9W7) and
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205

< righteousness (727X) over sacrifice in his statements in Tehilim / Psalms 51:18-19
210 © (English Bible 5/:76-17) "0 © %0 XD 77 mAR) n2r y'enn-X2 |2
= A0 X7 DRO8 79 NRWR3? T02Y 0N 0%198 meaning “For You do not
< delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt
= offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart,
S O God, You will not despise.” 1t is interesting to note that in Tehilim / Psalms
215 — 51:15 David wrote 2%, TR DRUM TIIT VWD ITMIR W meaning “Then I will
] teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners will be converted/turn to You” just
© before verse 5/:18-19 saying that the Lord does not delight in sacrifices but in a
%} broken spirit. The Psalm is verifying God’s way that our relationship with God
‘abegins with getting our heart right, confession of sin, turning from our sins, and
&5
S

Note: Anti-missionaries
that say the Hebrew bible
says something different
than the English
translations; the reason is
the verses are generally
shifted by one or two
verses in the Hebrew as
compared to the English
bibles. Don’t allow this
to frustrate but use this as
an opportunity to
examine the Hebrew text
more closely.



220  then absolution of sin according to God’s way. So if our hearts are not
correct/right before God are we bringing a sacrifice on our own conditions? Note
how Yeshua commanded in Matthew 5:23-26 “Therefore if you are presenting
your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something
against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled
to your brother, and then come and present your offering. “Make friends quickly
with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, so that your
opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and
you be thrown into prison. “Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until
you have paid up the last cent. (NASB) Yeshua’s words indicate that if we bear

iniquity in our hearts (having something against your brother) that we must make
right with our brother first and that this leads to justice (03%7) and righteousness

(7R7%) before God. Only then would atonement be accepted at the altar.

In this week’s study from Parashat Noach, we read that God saw the great
wickedness of the generation that Noach was living in and purposed to destroy
that generation from the face of the earth. Today does God see wickedness in
your heart? Personally, I constantly have to take control of my heart and my
thought life. When a wicked thought comes into my head and I entertain the
thought, or when I have a murderous thought being angry at someone, I ask for
forgiveness and repent and ask the Lord to help me to keep my heart, my mind to
operating with (097) and righteousness (i27X) before Him. Do you struggle
with these things too? According to the Torah, we need to seek the internal
cleansing that purifies us before God, this only happens when we ask the Lord
believing in His Messiah Yeshua. If one does not believe on God’s way, through
His Messiah, then not only will such a person die here on earth, but he/she will
have no part in the Olam Habah (the World to come). In Noach’s day, God
waited for the people to repent on the testimony of Noach. The apostle Peter
gives us some commentary on Noach in / Pefer 3:18-20 saying:
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5 IIETPOY A 3:18-20

OtL kat Xpotog anaf mepl Apagtiwv énabdev, dikalog e Adikwy, tva
Hag moooaydyn tw 0Oeq, OavatwOelc pév oapkt CwomomnOeig O
vevpatl v @ Kal toig év puAakn mvevpaotv moQevOels éxrjouiey,
nielOnoaoiv mote Ote dme£edéyeto 1] oL Oeov pakpoOuuia év Huéoalg
— Nwe kataokevalopévng kKiPwTov, &l v OALyol, TovT €0tV OKTW
255 itpvxai, dleowOnoav dt' Hdatog.
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O The Greek text translations “Christ (Xptotog) died once for sins suffered, the

= just for the unjust (dikatoc vTep adikwv) that he should lead us toward God
i having put to death indeed the flesh but being restored to live to the spirit.” Peter
260 <« goes on to say using the days of Noach as an example, that God is patiently
= waiting, how long will you wait to believe in the Lord God Almighty and His
g Messiah? There were only eight people/souls (Oxtw Yuxat) saved being brought
N through the water. This week’s study, and the various narratives found in the
9 Torah of Yisrael are meant to shape our understanding of salvation and
265 ﬁnrelationship with the Lord. We are called out of darkness and slavery to sin into

yr

26

Co

1 Peter 3:18-20

3:18 For Christ also died
for sins once for all, the
just for the unjust, so that
He might bring us to God,
having been put to death
in the flesh, but made alive
in the spirit; 3:19 in which
also He went and made
proclamation to the spirits
now in prison, 3:20 who
once were disobedient,
when the patience of God
kept waiting in the days of
Noah, during the
construction of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight
persons, were brought
safely through the water.
(NASB)
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light, peace, and freedom from sin. If you want a new life, and new heart, and a
new spirit within, God will accomplish this if you ask placing your faith in His
Son Yeshua the Messiah. Let’s pray.

Heavenly Father,

Help me to know the depths of the love and mercy that You have for me in
Your Son Yeshua. Help me to understand and apply all that I have learned this
week from the Scriptures. Help me to know without a doubt, that You have
purchased, established, and confirmed Your covenant because of Your mercy and
love for me. Please forgive me of my sins, I recognize and confess the
wickedness that dwells in my heart. Deliver me from my sins Lord, not because
of what I have done, but because what You have done in Yeshua the Messiah. 1
believe Yeshua laid down His life for me and that He was raised up to life from
the grave as the Scriptures say. Thank You Lord for making the truth of Your
Son known to me today; I believe that the atonement You have provided is an
absolute necessity for me to receive forgiveness, and I thank you for forgiving me
and redeeming me from my sins. Help me to serve You Lord by faith. Please
come and work in my life daily and help me to hear Your voice. Thank You Lord
for everything You have done for me. I give You all of the glory, the honor, and
the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

What to pray:
o Ask the Lord to help you to recognize sin in your life and to repent seeking
forgiveness in His son Yeshua the Messiah.

o Ask the Lord to help you see, trust, and obey Him and His Word. Ask the
Lord to help you “to hear His voice” and “to hold fast to Him.”

o Thank the Lord for lifting the burden of sin and revealing His truth in your
heart and life.

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever




