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Parashat Noach 

נחפרשת   
Shabbat Heshvan 1, 5772, October 29, 2011 
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Repentance, Forgiveness, Justice and Righteousness 
 

קוראים הזה השבועות  / This Week’s Reading 
 :תורה
 :הפטרה
 :הברית
 :החדשה

Genesis 6:9-11:32 
Isaiah 66:1-24 
Matthew 3-4 

Triennial cycle:  Bereshit / Genesis 8:15-10:32 
 10 
 In this week’s reading from Parashat Noach (Bereshit / Genesis 6:9-
11:32) the Lord saw all of the wickedness on the face of the earth from mankind 
( - ו   ויַּנִָּחֶם יהְֹוָה כִּי: הַיּוֹם- יצֵֶר מַחְשְׁבֹת לִבּוֹ רַק רַע כָּל- ויַּרְַא יהְֹוָה כִּי רַבָּה רָעַת הָאָדָם בָּאָרֶץ וכְָל

לִבּוֹ- הָאָדָם בָּאָרֶץ ויַּתְִעַצֵּב אֶל- עָשָֹה אֶת ) and that the heart of man was consistently 
focused upon evil (Bereshit 6:9).  It grieved the Lord that He had made man, the 15 
Targum Onkelos (Bereshit 6:10) says that it grieved the Lord God in His the 
Memra (ּבְּמֵימְרֵיה, Word) that He had made man ( דָם וְתַב ייְָ בְּמֵימְרֵיהּ אֲרֵי עֲבַד יתַ אָ
 As a result, the Lord was going to  .(בְּאַרְעָא וַאֲמַר בְּמֵימְרֵיהּ לְמִתְבַּר תּוּקְפֵיהוֹן כִּרְעוּתֵיהּ
bring a great flood to destroy all life having breath from the face of the earth.  
God instructs Noach to build an ark and then Noach, his family, two of every 20 
unclean animal, and 7 pairs of every clean animal enter into the ark.  Following 
the flood and the waters receding, God instructs Noach that it is ok to leave the 
ark.  In Bereshit / Genesis 9:11 God says םבְּרִיתִי אִתְּכֶ - וַהֲקִמֹתִי אֶת  “I establish my 
covenant with you,” the Lord declares that He will establish His covenant and 
places His bow as a reminder of the covenant that He has made to not destroy the 25 
earth by water (flood) בֵּיניִ וּבֵין הָאָרֶץ קַשְׁתִּי נָתַתִּי בֶּעָנןָ וְהָיתְָה לְאוֹת בְּרִית- אֶת  as long as 
the earth stands and the seasons come in their time.  Based on this text, the Lord 
makes a covenant with the earth and places the rainbow as a sign of the covenant.  
On seeing the rainbow, the Lord will remember the covenant that He made with 
us and all life on the earth (  30- נֶפֶשׁ חַיָּה בְּכָל- בְּרִיתִי אֲשֶׁר בֵּיניִ וּבֵיניֵכֶם וּבֵין כָּל- וזְָכַרְתִּי אֶת

בָּשָֹר- יהְִיֶה עוֹד הַמַּיִם לְמַבּוּל לְשַׁחֵת כָּל- בָּשָֹר וְלֹא ).  Note that God “remembers” on 
seeing the rainbow.  Life can be so intense sometimes that we forget the hope that 
we have that comes as a result of our faith and faithfulness to God.  Like God, 
sometimes we need to remind ourselves that mighty and awesome is our God, He 
has a plan for us and He (God) has remained faithful to us throughout the ages in 35 
the covenant He made in His Son Yeshua the Messiah. 

טו-פרשת נח ספר בראשית פרק ט פסוק ז  
ט    :בָּניָו אִתּוֹ לֵאמֹר- נֹחַ וְאֶל- ח   ויַֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִים אֶל:  בָהּ- ז   וְאַתֶּם פְּרוּ וּרְבוּ שִׁרְצוּ בָאָרֶץ וּרְבוּ

 כֶם בָּעוֹףנֶפֶשׁ הַחַיָּה אֲשֶׁר אִתְּ - י   וְאֵת כָּל: זַרְעֲכֶם אַחֲרֵיכֶם- בְּרִיתִי אִתְּכֶם וְאֶת- וַאֲניִ הִננְיִ מֵקִים אֶת
בְּרִיתִי - וַהֲקִמֹתִי אֶתיא   : חַיַּת הָאָרֶץ אִתְּכֶם מִכֹּל יֹצְאֵי הַתֵּבָה לְכֹל חַיַּת הָאָרֶץ- בַּבְּהֵמָה וּבְכָל 40 

Bereshit / Genesis 9:7-15 
9:7 ‘As for you, be 
fruitful and multiply; 
Populate the earth 
abundantly and multiply 
in it.’  9:8 Then God 
spoke to Noah and to his 
sons with him, saying, 9:9 
‘Now behold, I Myself do 
establish My covenant 
with you, and with your 
descendants after you; 
9:10 and with every living 
creature that is with you, 
the birds, the cattle, and 
every beast of the earth 
with you; of all that 
comes out of the ark, even 
every beast of the earth.  
9:11 ‘I establish My 
covenant with you; and all 
flesh shall never again be 
cut off by the water of the 
flood, neither shall there 
again be a flood to destroy 
the earth.’  9:12 God said, 
‘This is the sign of the 
covenant which I am 
making between Me and 
you and every living 
creature that is with you, 
for all successive 
generations; 9:13 I set My 
bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a sign of a 
covenant between Me and 
the earth.  9:14 ‘It shall 
come about, when I bring 
a cloud over the earth, 
that the bow will be seen 
in the cloud, 9:15 and I 
will remember My 
covenant, which is 
between Me and you and 
every living creature of all 
flesh; and never again 
shall the water become a 
flood to destroy all flesh. 
(NASB)
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יב   ויַֹּאמֶר : יִהְיֶה עוֹד מַבּוּל לְשַׁחֵת הָאָרֶץ- בָּשָֹר עוֹד מִמֵּי הַמַּבּוּל וְלֹא- יכִָּרֵת כָּל- ולְֹא תְּכֶםאִ 

רֹת נֶפֶשׁ חַיָּה אֲשֶׁר אִתְּכֶם לְדֹ- אֲניִ נֹתֵן בֵּיניִ וּבֵיניֵכֶם וּבֵין כָּל- הַבְּרִית אֲשֶׁר- אֱלֹהִים זֹאת אוֹת
- ן עַליד   וְהָיָה בְּעַננֲיִ עָנָ : קַשְׁתִּי נָתַתִּי בֶּעָנָן וְהָיְתָה לְאוֹת בְּרִית בֵּיניִ וּבֵין הָאָרֶץ- אֶתיג   : עוֹלָם

- כָלנֶפֶשׁ חַיָּה בְּ - וּבֵין כָּל בְּרִיתִי אֲשֶׁר בֵּינִי וּבֵינֵיכֶם- וזְָכַרְתִּי אֶתטו   : הָאָרֶץ ונְִרְאֲתָה הַקֶּשֶׁת בֶּעָנןָ
 45 :בָּשָֹר- יִהְיֶה עוֹד הַמַּיִם לְמַבּוּל לְשַׁחֵת כָּל- לֹאבָּשָֹר וְ 

 
Noach (נח) is the grandson of Methuselah (Bereshit / Genesis 5:25-29) 

who lived 969 years, the oldest man to have walked the earth.  Noach was born 
250 years following the death of Adam.  Methuselah was the son of Lamech who 
was the fifth in descent from Cain and Lamech was the first man to have violated 50 
the marriage covenant of having only one wife (see Bereshit / Genesis 4:23-24).  
The word Noach (נח) when used as a noun is a proper name, when used as a verb 
 means “resting.”  The (נח) means “to rest,” and when used as an adjective (לנוח)
meaning behind the name that Lamech gives to Noach is explained in Bereshit / 
Genesis 5:29 that states ‘This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil 55 
of our hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed’ ( מֵנוּ זֶה ינְַחֲ 

הָאֲדָמָה אֲשֶׁר אֵרֲרָהּ יְהוָֹה- נוּ וּמֵעִצְּבוֹן ידֵָינוּ מִןמִמַּעֲשֵֹ ).   
 

ל-פרשת בראשית ספר בראשית פרק ה פסוק כח  
 60שְׁמוֹ נֹחַ לֵאמֹר זֶה - כט   ויִַּקְרָא אֶת: לֶמֶךְ שְׁתַּיִם וּשְׁמֹניִם שָׁנָה וּמְאַת שָׁנָה ויַּוֹלֶד בֵּן- כח   ויְַחִי

נֹחַ - לֶמֶךְ אַחֲרֵי הוֹלִידוֹ אֶת- ל   ויְַחִי: הָאֲדָמָה אֲשֶׁר אֵרֲרָהּ יהְוָֹה- מִמַּעֲשֵֹנוּ וּמֵעִצְּבוֹן ידֵָינוּ מִןמֵנוּ ינְַחֲ 
:חָמֵשׁ וְתִשְׁעִים שָׁנָה וַחֲמֵשׁ מֵאֹת שָׁנָה ויַּוֹלֶד בָּניִם וּבָנוֹת  

 
These words are prophetic in a sense that Noach was a type of Messiah (Savior) 
for the human race.  It was through Noach and his family that the human race 65 
survived the destruction of the world by the flood.  During the great flood the 
earth rested from the wickedness of mankind however the earth was in great 
turmoil.  Noach personified the Messiah in the sense that he was a type of the one 
who is the true “rest and comfort” of men under the burden of life as it is written 
in Matthew 11:28 (Δεῦτε  πρός  με  πάντες  οἱ  κοπιῶντες  καὶ 70 
πεφορτισμένοι, κἀγὼ ἀναπαύσω ὑμᾶς.) “Come to Me, all who are weary 
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”  Noah was a righteous man and lived 
righteously in his generation as it says in Ezekiel 14:14, and Bereshit / Genesis 
6:8 that Noah found grace in God’s eyes (ונְֹחַ מָצָא חֵן בְּעֵיניֵ יְהוָֹה). 
 75 

 ספר יחזקאל פרק יד
פְשָׁם וְאִיּוֹב הֵמָּה בְצִדְקָתָם ינְַצְּלוּ נַ ] דָּניִֵּאל[הָאֵלֶּה בְּתוֹכָהּ נֹחַ דָּנִאֵל  יד   וְהָיוּ שְׁלֹשֶׁת הָאֲנָשִׁים

:נְאֻם אֲדֹניָ יהְֹוִה  
 
As the men of Noach’s generation were growing more and more corrupted 80 
(wicked) the Lord God had decided to wipe the earth of the wicked population 
and so the Lord God entered into a covenant with Noach having the promise of 
deliverance from the coming flood.  As a result of the covenant, God commanded 
Noah to build an ark in Bereshit / Genesis 6:14 saying ֵֹנּיִם גֹפֶר קִ - ה לְךָ תֵּבַת עֲצֵיעֲש

Bereshit / Genesis 5:28-
30 
5:28 Lamech lived one 
hundred and eighty-two 
years, and became the 
father of a son.  5:29 Now 
he called his name Noah, 
saying, ‘This one will 
give us rest from our 
work and from the toil of 
our hands arising from the 
ground which the Lord 
has cursed.’  5:30 Then 
Lamech lived five 
hundred and ninety-five 
years after he became the 
father of Noah, and he 
had other sons and 
daughters. (NASB) 

Ezekiel 14:14 
14:14 even though these 
three men, Noah, Daniel 
and Job were in its midst, 
by their own 
righteousness they could 
only deliver themselves,’ 
declares the Lord God. 
(NASB) 
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הַתֵּבָה וְכָפַרְתָּ אֹתָהּ מִבַּיִת וּמִחוּץ בַּכֹּפֶר- תַּעֲשֶֹה אֶת  to build a “tavah” (הַתֵּבָה, ark) from 85 

gopher wood and that he was to cover the inside and outside of the ark with pitch.  
According to the Scriptures, the construction of the ark took  120 years to 
construct during which time Noach bore testimony against the wickedness and 
unbelief of his generation (see 1 Peter 3:18-20, 2 Peter 2:5).   

It is interesting that here in Bereshit / Genesis the Lord waited 120 years 90 
before bringing the flood upon the earth, the length of time it took for Noach to 
build the ark.  This reminds us of what the Apostle Peter said in 2 Peter 3:9 οὐ 
βραδύνει κύριος τῆς ἐπαγγελίας, ὥς τινες βραδύτητα ἡγοῦνται, ἀλλὰ 

μακροθυμεῖ  εἰς  ὑμᾶς,  μὴ βουλόμενός  τινας ἀπολέσθαι ἀλλὰ πάντας 

εἰς  μετάνοιαν  χωρῆσαι.   The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some 95 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all 
to come to repentance. (NASB)  Today the Lord is waiting patiently for you to 
repent and believe on His Messiah Yeshua.  The intensity of life can make us 
forget the most important thing, which is faith in the Lord and in His Messiah, 
and to walk humbly before our God as it says in Micah 6:8 100ב הִגִּיד לְךָ אָדָם מַה־טֹּו 

עִם־אֱלֹהֶֽיךָ׃  וּמָֽה־יְהוָה דֹּורֵשׁ מִמְּךָ כִּי אִם־עֲשֹׂות מִשְׁפָּט וְאַהֲבַת חֶסֶד וְהַצְנֵעַ לֶכֶת   (He has 
told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do 
justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?).   

King David understood that God patiently waits and forgives those who 
seek His face in humility and repentance.  The opening verses in Tehilim / Psalms 105 
51 tell us the purpose of the Psalm אֵלָיו נָתָן הַנָּבִיא - ב   בְּבוֹא: א   לַמְנַצֵּחַ מִזְמוֹר לְדָוִד

שָׁבַע- בַּת- בָּא אֶל- כַּאֲשֶׁר  a song of David that is associated with the transgression of 
the sin with Bat-Shava ( שָׁבַע- בַּת , Bathsheba).  Now most English speaking people 
look at the name Bathsheba and think on how she was bathing and David looked 
upon her and sinned.  The construction of the English name “Bath-Sheba” is the 110 
result of the transliteration of two Hebrew words into English.  The name Bat-
Shava means “daughter seven.”  שבע used as a noun means the number “seven,” 
as an adjective can mean “satisfied, satiated, full,” and used as a verb can have 
the meaning to swear, take an oath (להישבע).  Bat-Shava simply means that she 
was the seventh daughter that was born.  Her name could also refer to her 115 
Father’s joy of being satisfied and full in the birth of a baby girl, or in the 
fulfillment of the covenant that he swore to God and the birth if a baby girl would 
be the fulfillment of the covenant he made.  Without further information on Bat-
Shava’s father it is hard to say, but regardless of this we understand from a 
Hebraic perspective, the naming convention of the Hebrew boys and girls 120 
revolved around one’s life and relationship with God.   

כא-פסוק א ספר תהילים פרק נא  
ג   חָנּנֵיִ אֱלֹהִים : שָׁבַע- בַּת- בָּא אֶל- אֵלָיו נָתָן הַנָּבִיא כַּאֲשֶׁר- ב   בְּבוֹא: א   לַמְנַצֵּחַ מִזְמוֹר לְדָוִד

- ה   כִּי :טַהֲרֵניִ וּמֵחַטָּאתִי מֵעֲוֹנִי כַּבְּסֵנִי] הֶרֶב[ד    הֶרֶבה : יפְשָׁעָ מְחֵה  רַחֲמֶיךָ כְּרֹב  כְּחַסְדֶּךָ 
 125תִּצְדַּק - חָטָאתִי וְהָרַע בְּעֵיניֶךָ עָשִֹיתִי לְמַעַן| ו   לְךָ לְבַדְּךָ : ניִ אֵדָע וְחַטָּאתִי נֶגְדִּי תָמִידפְשָׁעַי אֲ 

אֱמֶת חָפַצְתָּ בַטֻּחוֹת - ח   הֵן: וֹן חוֹלָלְתִּי וּבְחֵטְא יֶחֱמַתְניִ אִמִּיבְּעָו- ז   הֵן: בְּדָבְרֶךָ תִּזְכֶּה בְשָׁפְטֶךָ 
 י   תַּשְׁמִיעֵניִ שָֹשֹוֹן: ןט   תְּחַטְּאֵניִ בְאֵזוֹב וְאֶטְהָר תְּכַבְּסֵניִ וּמִשֶּׁלֶג אַלְבִּי: וּבְסָתֻם חָכְמָה תוֹדִיעֵניִ

לִי - יב   לֵב טָהוֹר בְּרָא: עֲוֹנֹתַי מְחֵה- א   הַסְתֵּר פָּניֶךָ מֵחֲטָאָי וכְָלי: וְשִֹמְחָה תָּגֵלְנָה עֲצָמוֹת דִּכִּיתָ 
יד   : תִּקַּח מִמֶּנּיִ- תַּשְׁלִיכֵניִ מִלְּפָניֶךָ וְרוּחַ קָדְשְׁךָ אַל- יג   אַל: אֱלֹהִים וְרוּחַ נָכוֹן חַדֵּשׁ בְּקִרְבִּי

Tehilim / Psalms 51:1-21 
51:1 Be gracious to me, O 
God, according to Your 
lovingkindness; According to 
the greatness of Your 
compassion blot out my 
transgressions.  51:2 Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity 
And cleanse me from my sin.  
51:3 For I know my 
transgressions, And my sin is 
ever before me.  51:4 Against 
You, You only, I have sinned 
And done what is evil in Your 
sight, So that You are justified 
when You speak And 
blameless when You judge.  
51:5 Behold, I was brought 
forth in iniquity, And in sin my 
mother conceived me.  51:6 
Behold, You desire truth in the 
innermost being, And in the 
hidden part You will make me 
know wisdom.  51:7 Purify me 
with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean; Wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow.  51:8 Make 
me to hear joy and gladness, 
Let the bones which You have 
broken rejoice.  51:9 Hide 
Your face from my sins And 
blot out all my iniquities.  
51:10 Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, And renew a 
steadfast spirit within me.  
51:11 Do not cast me away 
from Your presence And do 
not take Your Holy Spirit from 
me.  51:12 Restore to me the 
joy of Your salvation And 
sustain me with a willing 
spirit.  51:13 Then I will teach 
transgressors Your ways, And 
sinners will be converted to 
You.  51:14 Deliver me from 
bloodguiltiness, O God, the 
God of my salvation; Then my 
tongue will joyfully sing of 
Your righteousness.  51:15 O 
Lord, open my lips, That my 
mouth may declare Your 
praise.  51:16 For You do not 
delight in sacrifice, otherwise I 
would give it; You are not 
pleased with burnt offering.  
51:17 The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit; A broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, 
You will not despise.  51:18 
By Your favor do good to 
Zion; Build the walls of 
Jerusalem.  51:19 Then You 
will delight in righteous 
sacrifices, In burnt offering 
and whole burnt offering; Then 
young bulls will be offered on 
Your altar. (NASB) 
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 130: יךָ יָשׁוּבוּטו   אֲלַמְּדָה פשְׁעִים דְּרָכֶיךָ וְחַטָּאִים אֵלֶ : יבָה תִסְמְכֵניִהָשִׁיבָה לִּי שְֹשֹוֹן יִשְׁעֶךָ וְרוּחַ נְדִ 

י יז   אֲדֹניָ שְֹפָתַי תִּפְתָּח וּפִ : אֱלֹהִים אֱלֹהֵי תְּשׁוּעָתִי תְּרַנּןֵ לְשׁוֹניִ צִדְקָתֶךָ | טז   הַצִּילֵניִ מִדָּמִים 
ה יט   זִבְחֵי אֱלֹהִים רוּחַ נִשְׁבָּרָ : פֹּץ זֶבַח וְאֶתֵּנָה עוֹלָה לֹא תִרְצֶהתַחְ - לֹא| יח   כִּי : יגִַּיד תְּהִלָּתֶךָ 

כא   אָז : צִיּוֹן תִּבְנֶה חוֹמוֹת ירְוּשָׁלָם- כ   הֵיטִיבָה בִרְצוֹנְךָ אֶת: נִשְׁבָּר ונְִדְכֶּה אֱלֹהִים לֹא תִבְזֶה- לֵב
:מִזְבַּחֲךָ פָרִים- עַל צֶדֶק עוֹלָה וְכָלִיל אָז יעֲַלוּ- תַּחְפֹּץ זִבְחֵי  

 135 
Reading Tehilim / Psalms 51 we get the idea that David’s soul is suffering under 
the weight of his guilt after having lusted for another man’s wife, being intimate 
with her and impregnating her, and then to cover up his sin by killing Uriah, Bat-
Shava’s husband (See 2 Samuel 11).  In the beginning of the Psalm, David uses 
three words for sin in the first few verses, פְשָׁעָי meaning “crime, sin, offense, 140 
felony, transgression,” ִמֵעֲוֹני from the root עוון meaning “sin, crime, offence, 
evil,” and the word וּמֵחַטָּאתִי from the root חטא meaning “sin, fault, offence, 
sinfulness, ungodliness, crime.”  In David’s confession of his sin, he used three 
words asking for forgiveness,  ָכְּחַסְדֶּך from the root word חסד meaning “grace, 
mercy,”  ָרַחֲמֶיך from the root word רחם meaning “to have mercy, compassion,” 145 
   ”.meaning “to wash כבס from the root word כַּבְּסֵניִ
 

Additional context 
On the question of sin, the Torah lists for us those sins that 

separate us from God.  Mishley / Proverbs 21:2-3 tells us 150ר דֶּרֶךְ אִישׁ יָשָׁ - כָּל 
 Every man's way is right in his own eyes, But 21:2 בְּעֵיניָו וְתֹכֵן לִבּוֹת יהְֹוָה
the Lord weighs the hearts.  Mishley / Proverbs 21:3 explains to us that 
the Lord God weighs our hearts saying “To do righteousness and justice is 
desired by the Lord more than sacrifice.”  Concerning sin in our lives, 
God sees our hearts and knows everything about us, nothing is hidden 155 
from Him.  David realizes this while writing his Psalm in Tehilim / Psalms 
51. 

 

ה-ספר משלי פרק כא פסוק א  
 160דֶּרֶךְ אִישׁ יָשָׁר - ב   כָּל: אֲשֶׁר יַחְפֹּץ יטֶַּנּוּ- כָּל- יהְֹוָה עַל- מֶלֶךְ בְּידַ- מַיִם לֶב- א   פַּלְגֵי

ד   רוּם : עֲשֹֹה צְדָקָה וּמִשְׁפָּט נִבְחָר לַיהֹוָה מִזָּבַחג   : בְּעֵיניָו וְתֹכֵן לִבּוֹת יהְֹוָה
:לְמַחְסוֹר- אָץ אַךְ - לְמוֹתָר וְכָל- ה   מַחְשְׁבוֹת חָרוּץ אַךְ : תלֵב נִר רְשָׁעִים חַטָּא- עֵיניִַם וּרְחַב  

 
In David’s use of these three words to describe his sin, פְשָׁעָי is a reference to his 
external guilt in sin, whereas ִמֵעֲוֹני and וּמֵחַטָּאתִי referring to the internal state.  165 
David recognized that in his heart he did not exercise justice (מִשְׁפָּט) and 
righteousness (צְדָקָה) before God and before others.  He committed murder.  The 
greatness of this external and internal uncleanness excluded David from 
worshiping in God’s presence.  Only a complete eradication of his sin will restore 
him into fellowship with God and to His presence.  As a result, David seeks the 170 
internal cleansing that is accomplished only by the grace and mercy of God as 
understood according to the Hebrew text on the use of the words  ָכְּחַסְדֶּך and  ָרַחֲמֶיך 
and then to be cleansed externally by the purifying waters by the phrase “to wash” 

Proverbs 21:1-5 
21:1 The king's heart is 
like channels of water in 
the hand of the Lord; He 
turns it wherever He 
wishes.  21:2 Every man's 
way is right in his own 
eyes, But the Lord weighs 
the hearts.  21:3 To do 
righteousness and justice 
Is desired by the Lord 
more than sacrifice.  21:4 
Haughty eyes and a proud 
heart, The lamp of the 
wicked, is sin.  21:5 The 
plans of the diligent lead 
surely to advantage, But 
everyone who is hasty 
comes surely to poverty. 
(NASB) 
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Note:  Anti-missionaries 
that say the Hebrew bible 
says something different 
than the English 
translations; the reason is 
the verses are generally 
shifted by one or two 
verses in the Hebrew as 
compared to the English 
bibles.  Don’t allow this 
to frustrate but use this as 
an opportunity to 
examine the Hebrew text 
more closely. 

 / me from my sins.  This is emphasized in David’s statement in Tehilim (כַּבְּסֵניִ)
Psalms 51:4 in the Hebrew Bible, (note it is 51:2 in the English Bible)  175] הֶרֶב[הֶרֶבה 

טַהֲרֵניִכַּבְּסֵניִ מֵעֲוֹניִ וּמֵחַטָּאתִי   by the word ִטַהֲרֵני meaning “cleanse me” in the sense of 
ritual purity.  David realizes that sinning against Bat-Shava and against Uriah is 
synonymous with sinning against God.  He then confirms the Lord’s righteous 
judgment against sin and God’s desire for righteousness in His people ( | לְךָ לְבַדְּךָ 

תִּצְדַּק בְּדָבְרֶךָ תִּזְכֶּה בְשָׁפְטֶךָ - ךָ עָשִֹיתִי לְמַעַןחָטָאתִי וְהָרַע בְּעֵיניֶ ) in Tehilim / Psalms 51:6. 180 
 David goes on in Tehilim / Psalms 51 expressing the importance of being 
cleansed in 51:9 saying  ִּיןתְּחַטְּאֵניִ בְאֵזוֹב וְאֶטְהָר תְּכַבְּסֵניִ וּמִשֶּׁלֶג אַלְב  Purify me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. (NASB) 
and asks that Hyssop (בְאֵזוֹב) be used in the cleansing process.  Hyssop is an 
aromatic herb from the mint family that was used to sprinkle the blood on the 185 
doorposts at Pesach (Passover) according to Shemot / Exodus 12:22 and Vayikra / 
Leviticus 14:4-6, 14:49-52.  The use of the word Hyssop then draws a parallel to 
the Pesach festival and the idea that the blood was used so the angel of death 
would pass him over.  (Note that Yeshua laid down his life on Pesach, so that we 
who believe in Him (Yeshua) would not perish but have everlasting life.)  David 190 
implies the internal cleansing from sin in the phrase תְּחַטְּאֵניִ בְאֵזוֹב וְאֶטְהָר 
translating literally as “my sins in hyssop and I will be clean” asking the Lord to 
cleans him inwardly.  David desires not only that his sins be forgiven him but that 
his heart would be made pure in Tehilim / Psalms 51:12-13 לִי - יב   לֵב טָהוֹר בְּרָא

:תִּקַּח מִמֶּנּיִ- תַּשְׁלִיכֵניִ מִלְּפָניֶךָ וְרוּחַ קָדְשְׁךָ אַל- יג   אַל: אֱלֹהִים וְרוּחַ נָכוֹן חַדֵּשׁ בְּקִרְבִּי  (“Create 195 
in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast 
me away from Your presence And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.”, Note 
the English bible reference is 51:10-11).  The Hebrew text says “create in me a 
clean heart in the sense of ritual purity, and a right/correct new spirit inside of 
me.”  Sin in our lives should lead us to true, heartfelt repentance before God with 200 
the longing to return to communion with the Lord having an awareness of our 
need to be forgiven.  David recognized that in sin, his relationship with God was 
estranged and asks the Lord to not cast him away from His presence and do not 
take away His Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) ( - דְשְׁךָ אַלתַּשְׁלִיכֵניִ מִלְּפָניֶךָ וְרוּחַ קָ - אַל
 So in this verse (Tehilim / Psalms 51:12-13) we see that sin can 205  .(תִּקַּח מִמֶּנּיִ
estrange us from God’s Ruach HaKodesh which is another way to say that as we 
sin we are acting in opposition to the leading of God’s Spirit.  In the final verses 
David recognizes that the Lord is looking for repentance, justice (מִשְׁפָּט) and 
righteousness (צְדָקָה) over sacrifice in his statements in Tehilim / Psalms 51:18-19 
(English Bible 51:16-17)  210בְחֵי יט   זִ : תַחְפֹּץ זֶבַח וְאֶתֵּנָה עוֹלָה לֹא תִרְצֶה- לֹא| יח   כִּי 

:נִשְׁבָּר ונְִדְכֶּה אֱלֹהִים לֹא תִבְזֶה- אֱלֹהִים רוּחַ נִשְׁבָּרָה לֵב  meaning “For You do not 
delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt 
offering.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, You will not despise.”  It is interesting to note that in Tehilim / Psalms 
51:15 David wrote ּטו  אֲלַמְּדָה פשְׁעִים דְּרָכֶיךָ וְחַטָּאִים אֵלֶיךָ יָשׁוּבו:  meaning “Then I will 215 
teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners will be converted/turn to You” just 
before verse 51:18-19 saying that the Lord does not delight in sacrifices but in a 
broken spirit.  The Psalm is verifying God’s way that our relationship with God 
begins with getting our heart right, confession of sin, turning from our sins, and 
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then absolution of sin according to God’s way.  So if our hearts are not 220 
correct/right before God are we bringing a sacrifice on our own conditions?  Note 
how Yeshua commanded in Matthew 5:23-26 “Therefore if you are presenting 
your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled 
to your brother, and then come and present your offering. “Make friends quickly 225 
with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, so that your 
opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and 
you be thrown into prison. “Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until 
you have paid up the last cent. (NASB)  Yeshua’s words indicate that if we bear 
iniquity in our hearts (having something against your brother) that we must make 230 
right with our brother first and that this leads to justice (מִשְׁפָּט) and righteousness 
   .before God.  Only then would atonement be accepted at the altar (צְדָקָה)
 In this week’s study from Parashat Noach, we read that God saw the great 
wickedness of the generation that Noach was living in and purposed to destroy 
that generation from the face of the earth.  Today does God see wickedness in 235 
your heart?  Personally, I constantly have to take control of my heart and my 
thought life.  When a wicked thought comes into my head and I entertain the 
thought, or when I have a murderous thought being angry at someone, I ask for 
forgiveness and repent and ask the Lord to help me to keep my heart, my mind to 
operating with (מִשְׁפָּט) and righteousness (צְדָקָה) before Him.  Do you struggle 240 
with these things too?  According to the Torah, we need to seek the internal 
cleansing that purifies us before God, this only happens when we ask the Lord 
believing in His Messiah Yeshua.  If one does not believe on God’s way, through 
His Messiah, then not only will such a person die here on earth, but he/she will 
have no part in the Olam Habah (the World to come).  In Noach’s day, God 245 
waited for the people to repent on the testimony of Noach.  The apostle Peter 
gives us some commentary on Noach in 1 Peter 3:18-20 saying: 
 


ὅτι καὶ Χριστὸς ἅπαξ περὶ ἁμαρτιῶν ἔπαθεν, δίκαιος ὑπὲρ ἀδίκων, ἵνα 250 
ὑμᾶς  προσαγάγῃ  τῷ  θεῷ,  θανατωθεὶς  μὲν  σαρκὶ  ζῳοποιηθεὶς  δὲ 

πνεύματι:  ἐν  ᾧ  καὶ  τοῖς  ἐν  φυλακῇ  πνεύμασιν  πορευθεὶς  ἐκήρυξεν, 

ἀπειθήσασίν ποτε ὅτε ἀπεξεδέχετο ἡ τοῦ θεοῦ μακροθυμία ἐν ἡμέραις 

Νῶε  κατασκευαζομένης  κιβωτοῦ,  εἰς  ἣν  ὀλίγοι,  τοῦτʹ  ἔστιν  ὀκτὼ 

ψυχαί, διεσώθησαν διʹ ὕδατος.  255 
 
The Greek text translations “Christ (Χριστὸς) died once for sins suffered, the 
just for the unjust (δίκαιος ὑπὲρ ἀδίκων) that he should lead us toward God 
having put to death indeed the flesh but being restored to live to the spirit.”  Peter 
goes on to say using the days of Noach as an example, that God is patiently 260 
waiting, how long will you wait to believe in the Lord God Almighty and His 
Messiah?  There were only eight people/souls (ὀκτὼ ψυχαί) saved being brought 
through the water.  This week’s study, and the various narratives found in the 
Torah of Yisrael are meant to shape our understanding of salvation and 
relationship with the Lord.  We are called out of darkness and slavery to sin into 265 

1 Peter 3:18-20 
3:18 For Christ also died 
for sins once for all, the 
just for the unjust, so that 
He might bring us to God, 
having been put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive 
in the spirit; 3:19 in which 
also He went and made 
proclamation to the spirits 
now in prison, 3:20 who 
once were disobedient, 
when the patience of God 
kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the 
construction of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought 
safely through the water. 
(NASB) 
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light, peace, and freedom from sin.  If you want a new life, and new heart, and a 
new spirit within, God will accomplish this if you ask placing your faith in His 
Son Yeshua the Messiah.  Let’s pray. 
 
 270 
Heavenly Father, 
 

Help me to know the depths of the love and mercy that You have for me in 
Your Son Yeshua.  Help me to understand and apply all that I have learned this 
week from the Scriptures.  Help me to know without a doubt, that You have 275 
purchased, established, and confirmed Your covenant because of Your mercy and 
love for me.  Please forgive me of my sins, I recognize and confess the 
wickedness that dwells in my heart.  Deliver me from my sins Lord, not because 
of what I have done, but because what You have done in Yeshua the Messiah.  I 
believe Yeshua laid down His life for me and that He was raised up to life from 280 
the grave as the Scriptures say.  Thank You Lord for making the truth of Your 
Son known to me today; I believe that the atonement You have provided is an 
absolute necessity for me to receive forgiveness, and I thank you for forgiving me 
and redeeming me from my sins.  Help me to serve You Lord by faith.  Please 
come and work in my life daily and help me to hear Your voice.  Thank You Lord 285 
for everything You have done for me.  I give You all of the glory, the honor, and 
the praise forever and ever.   
 
In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray!  Amen! 
 290 
 
What to pray:   

 Ask the Lord to help you to recognize sin in your life and to repent seeking 
forgiveness in His son Yeshua the Messiah.   
 295 

 Ask the Lord to help you see, trust, and obey Him and His Word.  Ask the 
Lord to help you “to hear His voice” and “to hold fast to Him.”   

 
 Thank the Lord for lifting the burden of sin and revealing His truth in your 

heart and life.   300 
 
 
 
 

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah! 305 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
:ועד לעולם המשיח מלך ישוע ורבינו מורנו לאדוננו הללויה  

Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi, 
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever 310 


