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The genuine man of faith.

2 XMNMp 717 nwawn / This Week’s Reading

n: Exodus 25:1-27:19
novon: Isaiah 66:1-24
nman: Mark 10-11
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Triennial cycle: Shemot / Exodus 25:1-40

In this week’s reading, the Lord speaks to Moshe saying Shemot / Exodus
25:2 “Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man whose
heart moves him you shall raise My contribution. ... 25:8 ‘Let them construct a
sanctuary for Me, that | may dwell among them. 25:9 *According to all that | am
going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its
furniture, just so you shall construct it. (NASB) Here the Lord does not command
the children of Yisrael to give but requests that the giving is done from ones heart,
as much as their heart moves them to give to the Lord. The building materials
acquired for the construction of the temple is taken from the gift contribution of
the people. This is a very significant portion of scripture, the reason being that
these scriptures make a distinction between a genuine believer and all the other
men of the congregation of Yisrael. The honest and sincere giving to God for
materials to build His tabernacle illustrates for us that God desires us to ““love
from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith>” (2 Timothy 1:5) and
have ““sincere love™ (1 Peter 1:22) for God and for our brethren. The honesty of
heart distinguishes the genuine man or woman of faith from all other men. Have
you demonstrated honesty and sincerity in faith and love in your life for the Lord?
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Shemot / Exodus 25:1-9
25:1 Then the Lord spoke
to Moses, saying, 25:2
‘Tell the sons of Israel to
raise a contribution for
Me; from every man
whose heart moves him
you shall raise My
contribution. 25:3 ‘This is
the contribution which you
are to raise from them:
gold, silver and bronze,
25:4 Dblue, purple and
scarlet material, fine linen,
goat hair, 25:5 rams' skins
dyed red, porpoise skins,
acacia wood, 25:6 oil for
lighting, spices for the
anointing oil and for the
fragrant incense, 25:7
onyx stones and setting
stones for the ephod and
for the breastpiece. 25:8
‘Let them construct a
sanctuary for Me, that I
may dwell among them.
25:9 ‘According to all that
I am going to show you, as
the pattern of  the
tabernacle and the pattern
of all its furniture, just so
you shall construct it.
(NASB)
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An honest and sincere heart is one that is primarily concerned with one’s
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intimate relationship with God. In Tehilim /
Psalms 51, David demonstrates this primary
concern. David begins by asking God to be
gracious to him for the multitude of sins that
are within (Tehilim / Psalms 51:1-9). David
uses the imagery of the Rituals of cleansing and
purification in 51:7-8, asking to be made clean
by the use of hyssop and the bones that have
been broken rejoicing (see Vayikra / Leviticus
14). It is interesting to note that his asking God
to cleanse him with hyssop suggests that David
is admitting that his sins are as bad as a leper,
see Vayikra / Leviticus 14:20-22.  These
scriptures say that if a man who is unclean does
not seek purification he is to be cut off from
among the people of God showing us that
uncleanness cannot correct itself. The unclean
man will not just become clean. He must
perform what God has commanded to be done
in order to be made clean again. In this Psalm
David focuses upon God’s way for being
cleansed from sin and impurity.

David goes on to ask the Lord saying
“lev tahor bera-li elohim, ve’ruach nachon
chadesh bekirbi” meaning “‘create in me a
clean heart God, and a new true/correct spirit
within me.” It is at this point that David
distinguishes the differences between formal
itual observance and that of a true and correct
heart before God.  The honest heart is
conscience of wandering thoughts, evil
imaginations, the workings of unbelief, pride,
rebellion, and anything that sets itself up
against God. The honest heart seeks God’s
mercy and seeks for God to ‘““create in me a
clean heart” (51:10), “unite my heart to fear
Your name” (Tehilim / Psalms 86:11), “incline
my heart unto Your testimonies, and not to
covetousness’™ (Tehilim / Psalms 119:36). The
importance of this is its connection with our
relationship with God. Solomon exhorts us in
Mishley / Proverbs saying 4:23 Watch over
your heart with all diligence, For from it flow
the springs of life. (NASB)

The point that I want to get across today is that what God is calling us to
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do today by drawing a parallel in the text on what God asked the people to do in
our reading Shemot / Exodus 25:2-9 and what David is demonstrating in Tehilim /

Tehilim / Psalms 51

51:1 Be gracious to me, O
God, according to Your
lovingkindness; According to
the  greatness of  Your
compassion blot out my
transgressions. 51:2 Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity
And cleanse me from my sin.
51:3 For | know my
transgressions, And my sin is
ever before me. 51:4 Against
You, You only, | have sinned
And done what is evil in Your
sight, So that You are justified
when  You speak  And
blameless when You judge.
51:5 Behold, | was brought
forth in iniquity, And in sin my
mother conceived me. 51:6
Behold, You desire truth in the
innermost being, And in the
hidden part You will make me
know wisdom. 51:7 Purify me
with hyssop, and | shall be
clean; Wash me, and | shall
be whiter than snow. 51:8
Make me to hear joy and
gladness, Let the bones which
You have broken rejoice. 51:9
Hide Your face from my sins
And blot out all my iniquities.
51:10 Create in me a clean
heart, O God, And renew a
steadfast spirit within me.
51:11 Do not cast me away
from Your presence And do
not take Your Holy Spirit from
me. 51:12 Restore to me the
joy of Your salvation And
sustain me with a willing
spirit. 51:13 Then | will teach
transgressors Your ways, And
sinners will be converted to
You. 51:14 Deliver me from
bloodguiltiness, O God, the
God of my salvation; Then my
tongue will joyfully sing of
Your righteousness. 51:15 O
Lord, open my lips, That my
mouth may declare Your
praise. 51:16 For You do not
delight in sacrifice, otherwise
I would give it; You are not
pleased with burnt offering.
51:17 The sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit; A broken
and a contrite heart, O God,
You will not despise. 51:18
By Your favor do good to
Zion; Build the walls of
Jerusalem. 51:19 Then You
will  delight in righteous
sacrifices, In burnt offering
and whole burnt offering;
Then young bulls will be
offered on Your altar. (NASB)
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Psalms 51. This is much more than simply an intellectual assent to the letter of
Scripture. God is calling the people, David, and you and me to an authentic faith,
a saving faith and not simply an intellectual faith that is based upon scripture
alone without the work of God’s Ruach HaKodesh (the Holy Spirit). The pursuit
of intellectual faith will lead to a false hope, remember what Yeshua taught in
Matthew 7:21 ‘Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter
(NASB). The one who *““does the will of the Father” will be saved. In the
Scripture for this week, the people who were moved in their hearts to give were
doing the will of the Father. David also in Tehilim / Psalms 51 realized that only
God can cleanse him of his sin and asked the Lord to create in him a new heart
and a new spirit. In this day and age, these scriptures call us to a pursuit of a
heartfelt faith by God’s design in Yeshua the Messiah. (The redemption of Christ
is perfect and his atoning blood is sufficient to cleanse from sin.) Considering the
parable of the Sower in Luke 8, Yeshua says that the one who receives the Word
“in an honest and good heart” is the only time within the parable that He defines
the kind of heart that received the Word. Here again is the decisive factor that
fundamentally distinguishes between the men of faith and the men of the world.
This week I want you to honestly search yourself whether or not you possess such
an honest heart. Note that Jeremiah 17:9 says "the heart is deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked, ..." this is referring to the natural heart, the
question for us is whether God by His Divine Mercy has imparted to us a heart for
Him a spiritual heart that longs to draw near to Him? The Scriptural description
of having a heart for the Lord can be illustrated by the men of faith in the bible; (i)
Avraham for his faith, (i1)) Moshe for his meekness, (iii) Phineas for his zeal, (iv)
Job for his patient endurance, and (v) Yeshua for His sacrificially laying down of
His life for ours. Does your life demonstrate a faith like Avraham? Do you have
a humble and meek heart like Moshe? Are you zealous for the Lord like Phineas
(Pinchas)? Are you patiently enduring and seeking the Lord’s will for your life
daily? Would you lay down your life for others like Yeshua did for you? These
are only a few of the fruits of the spirit that should be evident in the life of a
believer. Are these the fruit and mark of faith in your life?

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever




