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Get rid of that which causes you to sin!

8P 717 Maws / This Week’s Reading

n: Numbers 30:2-32:42
oo Jeremiah 1:1-2:3
nnan: John 18-19
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Triennial cycle: Bamidbar / Numbers 30:2-31:54

This week’s reading from Parashat Matot (Bamidbar / Numbers 30:2-
31:54) the Lord commands the men of Yisrael saying /N2 Z\’j;&?,’ 2007207
0°0°757 to assemble to make war against Midian to “avenge the children of
Yisrael of the Midianites.” The men went and made war with Midian, burning
with fire their cities and killing the men but they kept the women and children
alive and brought them before Moshe and Eleazar. Moshe was angry with the
military officers for keeping the women alive because they were the ones who
caused the people to sin against the Lord at Baal Peor on the counsel of Bilam.
As a result, Moshe commands the people to kill the boys from the children and
kill the women who have “known” a man intimately through sexual relations. We
are shown here that peace and rest with God is found in a life that is not under
bondage to our own lusts and desires but in a life that is surrendered to God’s wi

and purpose according to the Scriptures.
31:13-19 1:7
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Bamidbar / Numbers
31:12-19

31:12 They brought the
captives and the prey and
the spoil to Moses, and to
Eleazar the priest and to
the congregation of the
sons of Israel, to the camp
at the plains of Moab,
which are by the Jordan
opposite Jericho. 31:13
Moses and Eleazar the
priest and all the leaders of
the congregation went out
to meet them outside the
camp. 31:14 Moses was
angry with the officers of
the army, the captains of
thousands and the
captains of hundreds, who
had come from service in
the war. 31:15 And
Moses said to them, ‘Have
you spared all the women?
31:16  ‘Behold, these
caused the sons of Israel,
through the counsel of
Balaam, to trespass against
the Lord in the matter of
Peor, so the plague was
among the congregation of
the Lord. 37:17 ‘Now
therefore, kill every male
L among the little ones, and
kill every woman who has
known man intimately.
31:18 ‘But all the girls
who have not known man

A

intimately, spare  for
yourselves. 31:19 ‘And
you, camp outside the

camp seven days; whoever
has killed any person and
whoever has touched any
slain, purify yourselves,
you and your captives, on
the third day and on the
seventh day. (NASB)
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The reason Moshe had the women put to death was so they would not lead
the men of Yisrael back in idolatry and sexual sin once more. Rav Shaul (the
Aspostle Paul) understood fornication as a sin that was not only against God and
His holiness but also against one’s own body. Paul realized that sexual sin
(immorality) requires the entire involvement of our physical anatomy when he
said in / Corinthians 6:18 “Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits
is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.”
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Sexual sin places the entire body at risk. The Torah states that the children of
Yisrael participated in immorality and sexual sin at Baal Peor in Bamidbar /
Numbers 25:1. In the pagan religious worship of Baal (fertility deity in ancient
Middle Eastern cultures common among Canaanites) and Ashtoreth (the ancient
fertility goddess; identified with Phoenician Astarte, Babylonian Ishtar, and
modern day Easter) is inherently sexual in nature. The people worshiped Baal
and Ashtoreth by the means of sexual union with occult prostitutes. Sexual sin is
a significant stumbling block for many even today. According to sefer Bamidbar
/ Numbers 25 and 26, the people were struck down who were engaged in this evil
form of worship. At Baal Peor, the Scriptures state that 24,000 people died,
perishing by a plague because of their immorality. Can you imagine that many
people dying because of their sexual immorality? When thinking on this number,
it is interesting that today that over 3 million people die from HIV the human
+5 immunodeficiency virus related complications. At this point in our history,
g venereal diseases such as gonorrhea, syphilis, chancroid, lymphogranuloma
m venereum, granuloma inguinal, nongonococcal, urethritis (chlamydial infection),
nd hepatitis infection, venereal warts, venereal herpes, acquired immune deficiency
2 syndrome (AIDS), are running rampant because of sexual sin.

It is interesting in the Hebrew translation of / Corinthians 6.18, it says to
— get away from immorality. The Hebrew word for immorality is “haznut” (N1777)

— whose root word is “zonah” (7117) meaning prostitute. All sin that causes a man
= to sin is from outside the body but the man that sins sexually, sfhs against his own
O body.
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1 Corinthians 6:17-20
6:17 But the one who joins
himself to the Lord is one
spirit with Him. 6:18 Flee
immorality. Every other sin
that a man commits is
outside the body, but the
immoral man sins against
his own body. 6:19 Or do
you not know that your
body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God,
and that you are not your
own? 6:20 For you have
been bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in
your body. (NASB)
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If we are to understand the scriptures from a Hebraic perspective, then the person
who sows or works immorality in their lives, he/she is essentially prostituting
themselves into bondage in sexual sin. The one who commits sexual sin against
his own body, being guilty, not only transgresses the command of God but such a
person is hurting himself by potentially destroying his own body. The message
here is that in sexual sin a person sells his or herself into service to sin like a
prostitute, this sin stands against God who has bought us freedom from sin.

In the verses that follow from this week’s reading from Bamidbar /
Numbers 31:20-24, we read 31:20 ‘You shall purify for yourselves every garment
and every article of leather and all the work of goats' hair, and all articles of
wood.” 31:21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had gone to
battle, ‘This is the statute of the law which the Lord has commanded Moses:
31:22 only the gold and the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin and the lead, 31:23
everything that can stand the fire, you shall pass through the fire, and it shall be
clean, but it shall be purified with water for impurity. But whatever cannot stand
the fire you shall pass through the water. (NASB)
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The Hebrew word used for “purify your selves” is “titkhatau” (WRW7NN) taken

85 i"’; from the root word “khata” (X0r7) meaning “sin.” The word IRVINN as spelled is
-, used only twice in the entire Tanach found here in Bamidbar / Numbers 31:19,
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s 20. Tt is also interesting that XWU7T is used in the Tanach 11 times referring to

“purify” and 8 times referring to “cleanse.” Based upon the context of the text in

these instances, XU referring to sin can mean to “purify from sin” or to “purify
from uncleanness.” When the apostle Paul was writing about sexual sin, he was
thinking of the body and ritual purity of the body, we know this based on the
. context of the Greek Manuscript.
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The context following / Corinthians 6.18 says 6:19 Or do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and
100  that you are not your own? 6:20 For you have been bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body. (NASB) The Greek text says “egorasthete gar
times” meaning ‘‘for you were bought of value,” here Paul is saying that we were
purchased by a great price, in the blood of Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah; now
glorify God in your body. It is because we have Yeshua (Jesus) as our savior and
105  redeemer that our bodies are the temple of the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit). If
you are looking at pornography on the internet or television, are you glorifying
God in your body? Are you sinning like the children of Yisrael were sinning at
Baal-Peor and here in our verses from Bamidbar / Numbers 31 holding onto sin?
Paul told us to run (flee) from sin and Yeshua told us to get rid of the sin,
110  to literally “cut” it out of our lives in Matthew 18:7-9. In fact, Yeshua (Jesus)
said that if a member of your body causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it off from
your body.
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Here Yeshua says “v’im-yadcha or raglecha tichshivicha katzetz otah

v’hashliycheha mimecha” meaning “if your hand or foot caudes you to stumble

m cut it off and send it away from you.” s there a parallel herg, in the text from

nd Bamidbar / Numbers 317 Moshe commanded that the women bg killed. Yeshua

120 £ says that we need to get rid of anything in our lives that cause uy to sin. Sin is

2 something we must destroy; sin must be cut off from our lives othekwise our lives

— will be destroyed by it. Yeshua goes on to say “v’im-eyncha tachshiylcha naker

< otah v’hashliycheha mimecha” saying that “if your eye causes you to stumble,

S pluck it out and send it away from you.” From the Textus Receptus, the Greek

125 O text 11terally says “kai ei o opsthalmos sou skandalisei se eseleauton kai bake apo
— Sou “meaning “and if your eye stumbles you, take it out and cast it from you.”
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Matthew 18:7-9

18:7 ‘Woe to the world
because of its stumbling
blocks! For it is inevitable
that  stumbling  blocks
come; but woe to that man
through whom the
stumbling block comes!
18:8 “If your hand or your
foot causes you to stumble,
cut it off and throw it from
you; it is better for you to
enter life crippled or lame,
than to have two hands or
two feet and be cast into the
eternal fire. 18:9 ‘If your
eye causes you to stumble,
pluck it out and throw it
from you. It is better for
you to enter life with one
eye, than to have two eyes
and be cast into the fiery
hell. (NASB)
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If your eye causes you to stumble looking at pornographyi, it is better to take it out
and send it away from you than to allow your body, your life, and your
relationship with God to be destroyed.

In this week’s reading, specifically in Bamidbar / Numbers 31:13-19,
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Moshe commands the people to kill the women who have “known” a man
intimately through sexual relations. Were the men of Yisrael holding onto sexual
sin in their lives? Lust and sexual feelings are very intense so much so that the
men of Yisrael wanted the women from the pagan nations. Today, is your lust,
your sexual desire so great that you would risk your relationship with God by

holding onto these images of immorality in
your heart? The young man King Solomon
is speaking of in Mishley / Proverbs chapter
7 choose foolishly, Solomon says 7:8
Passing through the street near her corner;
And he takes the way to her house, (NASB)
Have you ever chosen to be with a prostitute
like Solomon spoke of in Mishley / Proverbs
7:87 Do you realize that by looking at
pornography you participate in this very
thing, passing near the corner and taking the
way to her house and looking upon her, a
prostitute?  Solomon made a significant
effort to describe the nature of sexual sin; it
leads to death and hell (see Mishley /
Proverbs 2:18-19, 5:5, 7:27, and 9:18).
The message we are to take home here, is
that God wants us to understand that sexual
sin ruins reputations, destroys the soul,
binds one in the cords of sexual addiction,
corrupts family trees, introduces disease to
the healthy, causes jealous rage, damns,
sears scars, burns, brands, and scorches the
conscience, and takes you to hell, to the
grave a place that is separate from God.
Yeshua (Jesus) said that it is better to
pluck out your eye, cut off your hand, or cut
off your feet if these things cause you to sin
sexually. Moshe said to destroy the objects
f sin, the women that led the people to
cqmmit a great sin at Baal-Peor. It is
*“husband” who is
ype of man that parallels
ou er in Heaven, the Lord God. Have
you sald in your heart that “I have made
right with God, I have paid my vows in
blood.” in the blood of Yeshua. Now I can

2 732 797

go, sin, and enjoy life? If you choose to go

to the places that lead to sexual sin, you are essentially pitching your tent toward

Mishley / Proverbs 7:7-
19

7:7 And 1 saw among the
naive, And discerned
among the youths A young
man lacking sense, 7:8
Passing through the street
near her corner; And he
takes the way to her house,
7:9 In the twilight, in the
evening, In the middle of
the night and in the
darkness. 7:10 And
behold, a woman comes to
meet him, Dressed as a
harlot and cunning of
heart. 7:11 She is
boisterous and rebellious,
Her feet do not remain at
home; 7:12 She is now in
the streets, now in the
squares, And lurks by
every corner. 7:13 So she
seizes him and kisses him
And with a brazen face she
says to him: 7:714 ‘I was

due to offer peace
offerings;, Today 1 have
paid my vows. 7:15

‘Therefore 1 have come
out to meet you, To seek
your presence earnestly,
and I have found you.
7:16 ‘1 have spread my
couch with coverings,
With colored linens of
Egypt. 7:17 ‘I have
sprinkled my bed With
myrrh, aloes and
cinnamon. 7:18 ‘Come,
let us drink our fill of love
until  morning; Let us
delight  ourselves  with
caresses. 7:19 ‘For my
husband is not at home,
He has gone on a long

journey;, (NASB)
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Sodom (Bereshit / Genesis 13:12) as Lot did choosing to live close in immorality
and sin.

In the Tanach, we have seen many lives devastated by addition to sexual
sin that led to idolatry and death. These problems are not unique to the lives of
the people in the Bible; these sins are common to all mankind today. If there is
sexual sin in your life, the first step is to understand and admit to God what you
have done. Have you given yourself to sexual fantasies and pornography?
Yeshua said in Matthew 5:27-28 that lusting for a woman is as having committed
the act of adultery. Grasp the seriousness of this action; you have broken a
mitzvah (Commandment) of God. The interesting thing is that it is not just one
mitzvah (command) that you have broken, you have broken mitzvot
(commandments) many commandments of God, adultery, fornication,
covetousness, and idolatry to name all in one. Confessing before God is
admitting our weakness and seeking God’s help. Ask the Lord to help you live a
life of purity, accept your own failure and inadequacy and admit that you cannot
overcome sin on your own. Next, ask Yeshua to come into your life, to become
involved in this spiritual battle, to help overcome temptation and to save your soul
if you have never placed your faith in Yeshua (Jesus) before. When we come
under the authority of God completely surrendering our lives to Him, Yeshua the
Messiah totally and completely delivers us from sin and addiction. Finally,
devote yourself to prayer and the memorization of Scripture. David wrote in
Tehilim / Psalms 119:11 saying “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee.” The Scriptures state over and over again on the importance
of prayer and on studying the scriptures. God’s Word is one of the greatest
weapons against sin and the dangers of temptation. When sin is conceived in the
heart, the best way to overcome that temptation is to take your mind off of the sin.
When we memorize scripture, we learn to think as God thinks and we adjust our
lives to revolve around, to be centered upon the kingdom of God. Find
accountability with others; find someone who you can talk too that can help you
to stay away from sexual sin. In our verse this week, Moshe commanded the
S people to remove the women involved in causing the children of Yisrael to
% commit sexual sin and idolatry. Yeshua said that if your hands, feet, or eyes
& cause you to stumble, cut them off or pluck them out. We must take action on our
. part to remove the thing that causes us to sin. Block internet pornography; get rid
% of your computer or television if that is what it takes. Solomon said “guard your
& heart with all diligence in Mishley / Proverbs 4:23. Do not let the demonic realm

"J"ZJ‘? mms A ﬁ255 influence your thought life (see Ephesians

2w 4l e | 6:12-20) and do not give into sinful

$ ﬁ‘mﬁ:-‘,g T:ﬂ:ﬁg Sy fanj[asies and pursuits that will make you

ST ST their slave (see Romans 6:16). Ask the lord

to “Turn my eyes away from worthless things, preserve my life according to your

word” (Tehilim / Psalms 119:37) again we see the preservation of our lives is

according to the Word of God, by the Word of God we can change our habits,

change the things that lead to temptation. Job said in Job 31:1 that "I have made

a covenant with my eyes; How then could I gaze at a virgin?” Have you made a

covenant with your eyes to not look and sin? Come; let’s pray together right now
9 to seek God’s help in our lives for overcoming sin and specifically, sexual sin.
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Heavenly Father,

I recognize the depth and wickedness of the sin within my heart. I have
sinned many times, and now I find myself trapped and in bondage. I take the first
steps in faith, I realize, understand, and acknowledge that I have sinned; I have
broken your mitzvot (commandments). I believe that You sent Your Son to make
and everlasting covenant in His blood for me. Please have mercy on me Lord;
please forgive me of my sins because of what Yeshua has done on my behalf. I
believe Yeshua died for my sins and that He is the promised Messiah! Cleanse
me from all sin Lord in Yeshua’s name. Yeshua please come into my heart, help
me set my feet on the path of righteousness and walk in the spirit by the help of
Your Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit). I want to be filled with all of You Lord. I
am tired of being filled with wickedness and tired of filling my heart with
wickedness. Lord, beginning today I make a covenant with my eyes like Job
made a covenant with his eyes in Job 37/:1. Help me to keep this covenant of
purity, help me to live according to Your will as it is laid out in the Bible. I no
longer want to defile this body, the holy place of God. Sanctify me in Your Word
Lord and in Your Son Yeshua. Thank You Lord for everything You have done
for me. I give You the glory, the honor, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray!

Amen

What to pray:
o Ask the Lord to help you to change bad habits and to take a different path,
one that does not lead to temptation and then sexual sin.

o Ask the Lord to help you to set your feet on the path of righteousness, and
to begin walking in the spirit by the power of His Holy Spirit.

o Thank the Lord for lifting this burden of sin and revealing His truth in
your heart.

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever




