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Weights, Measures, and Salvation

8P 717 Maws / This Week’s Reading

amn: Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19

7won: Isaiah 54:1-10

nmMan: Acts 13-15

AwTIna

Triennial cycle: Devarim / Deuteronomy 21:10-23:7

In this week’s reading from Parashat Ki Tetze (Devarim / Deuteronomy
21:10-25:19) Moshe lists 21 Mitzvot spanning a number of topics when the
people enter into the Promised Land: (i) Laws relating to prisoner of war (2/:10-
15), (i1) Inheritance to the first born (2/:15-17), (ii1) Rebellious children (2/.1§-
21), (iv) Capital punishment by hanging on a tree (2/:22-23), (v) Not damaging
your neighbor’s property (22:1-4), (vi) Prevent personal injury (safety/common
sense) (22:8), (vii) Planting seed (22:9), (viii) Don’t work two different animals
side by side (22:10), (ix) Wearing multi-threaded clothing (22:117), (x) Tzitzit
(12:12), (xi) Divorce (22:13-21; 24:1-4), (xii) Adultery (22:22), (xiii) Fornication
(22:23-29), (xiv) Incest (22:30), (xv) Damaged genitalia (23:/-3), (xvi) Finances
(Interest) (23:20-21), (xvii) Stealing from Adonai by neglecting a vow (23:22),
(xviii) Stealing produce from your neighbor’s field (23:25-26), (xix) Levirate
marriage and prohibition on remarrying a divorced wife who had remarried
(24:4), (xx) Punishment by flogging limited to 40 strokes (25:2-3), and (xxi)
+ Correct and fair weights of measure for merchants (25:/4-16). Throughout this
g week’s Parashah, these mitzvot are written as prohibitions using the imperative
im; conjugation, the most frequently used conjugation (4,288) found in the Tanach.
ﬂi These prohibitions are written using the negative particles X? and 9% and the

% imperfect verb (77%7°). X7 expresses a permanent prohibition and ?X expresses an
& immediate and specific prohibition. These prohibitions were necessary because
= the text saysiT7071 77 101 77778 717 WK YIRT-NR XOLON X'2) meaning “not
— bring sin on the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance”
% (24:4). As these scriptures state, having different weights and measures relates
O not only to commercial businesses but also for how we live our lives. Do you live
= humble and repentant before God on one day during the week, and the rest of the

va week take a different standard by how you live?
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Devarim / Deuteronomy
25:13-19

25:13 “You shall not have
in your bag differing
weights, a large and a
small. 25:14 “You shall
not have in your house
differing measures, a large
and a small. 25:15 “You
shall have a full and just
weight; you shall have a
full and just measure, that
your days may be
prolonged in the land
which the Lord your God
gives you. 25:16 ‘For
everyone who does these
things, everyone who acts
unjustly is an abomination
to the Lord your God.
25:17 ‘Remember what
Amalek did to you along
the way when you came
out from Egypt, 25:18
how he met you along the
way and attacked among
you all the stragglers at
your rear when you were
faint and weary; and he
did not fear God. 25:19
‘Therefore it shall come
about when the Lord your
God has given you rest
from all your surrounding
enemies, in the land which
the Lord your God gives
you as an inheritance to
possess, you shall blot out
the memory of Amalek
from under heaven; you
must not forget. (NASB)
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How about issues dealing with salvation? Do we have differing weights by which
we believe a person is saved referring to the natural seed (Jewish) verses the
grafted in believer (Gentiles)? Does studying the Torah alone elicit salvation?
Must we have faith in Yeshua to be saved? Do you think that believing in the
50 Torah is synonymous with believing in Yeshua that elicits salvation? These
questions need to be answered and are vital for understanding how God has
provided salvation throughout history. Most importantly, relating to salvation
today for you and me! Just weights and measures are essential for justice and
stability of society. How essential then is P7¥-7912 justice with regard to our
55 salvation before a Holy and Righteous God? According to these scriptures,
having deceptive weights and measures are prohibited and in fact, the command
suggests that one is not allowed to even posses differing weights ( 77 m-X'?
TIOPY 12973 72X JAX J0°22). Merchants implementing this form of steeling would
be impossible to detect by the buyer. Does God unitize differing weights and
60  measures for salvation making it difficult for us to detect how one should be
saved in the Scriptures? According to Devarim / Deuteronomy 25:16, N2yN 73
QW WY 27 IR W -92 T 9K i such practices are a N2YiN (abomination)
before the Lord. While reading these scriptures, ask yourself “Does one’s heart
become an abomination before God if it is believed the natural seed (Jewish)
people receive salvation by another means than faith in Yeshua?” The Lord
himself maintains equal weights and measures for all men regardless of
nationality. Based on texts from the Ketuvei Shelachim (Apostolic Writings) in /
Peter 1:17 and Hitgalut / Revelation 20:13 the Lord God Almighty judges with

justice based upon what we have done in our lives here on Earth.

65
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i The Apostle Peter writes in / Peter 1:17 that the father dmpoowmoANUTTTWS
EKQ(VOVTO( KATX TO €k&otov €Qyov “impartially judges according to each
O one’s work.” The Greek word &TMQOOWMOANUTTWS meaning “impartial”
indicates that God judges without bias, judging objectively in an unprejudiced
manner using a valid weight or measure during the process of weighing the work
(¢0yov) that we do in the body while here on earth. Since we know God to be

80

righteous (27X-1522) judging with justice, Peter writes év pOoBw TOV NG
TaAQOLKIAG VUV XOVoV avaotoddnte “in fear the sojourn of your time
behave.” Peter states that God’s justice is meted out with just weights and

85 2 measures. The just weight and measure that the Lord is using is the word of God
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1 Peter 1:17
1:17 If you address as
Father the One who

impartially judges
according to each one's
work, conduct

yourselves in  fear
during the time of your
stay on earth (NASB)
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(Scriptures, Bible). According to Revelation 20:12-13 books are opened at the
time of judgment in the last days:

ATIOKAAYVYIZ 20:12-13

Kal €ldov ToUG VEKQOUG, TOUG UEYAAOLS Kal TOUG UIKQOUG, £0TWTAG
évomov tov Opovov, kal BAla nvolxOnoav: xat dAAo PipAiov
nvoixOn, 6 éomwv tc Cwne: kal €kplOnoav ol vekgol €k TV
veyoapuévwv v tolg PIPAlOIC Kata T €0ya avT@V. Kal E0wKEV 1)
OaAaocoa TOUG VekQOLG TOUG €V avt), kal 0 Oavatog kat 6 a&ldng
£0wKaV TOLG VEKQOVS TOUG €V avTOLS, Kal ékpldnoav €kaotog katd T
£oya avTV.

Revelation 20:12-13 says “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing
before the throne, and scrolls were opened.” These scrolls are the books of the

Word of God, the Bible. The scriptures state kol éxpiOnoav ol vekot €k v
veyoapuévwy €v tolg BIBAIOC kata T éoya avT@V meaning “And were
judged the dead from out of the things being written in the scrolls, according to
their works.” Note how the men were judged (éxpiOnoav) by what was written
(Yeyoappévwv) in the scrolls (books, BiBAic) according to their works (koo

T éoya avt@v). What we do here on earth is judged (27¥-1512) with justice
according to the Word of God.

The essential requirement for salvation is found in our need for salvation
through God’s provision through Yeshua the Messiah since our lives will be
judged on these very scriptures. Sin enters in and separates mankind from God
and from everlasting life (sin brings death). God’s Word delineates (describe or
indicate precisely) the nature of sin. Is salvation so unclear in the Scriptures that
.. one could believe that God uses two standards for salvation? The mystery of
O salvation lies solely with God who has revealed only one way to enjoy a correct
o relationship with Him now and forever. This way is found in conscious faith here
2 on earth in this lifetime in Yeshua as Lord, Redeemer, Savior, and King and most

2 importantly as having provided atonement for sin in his blood ( 72 27 »° N
[NDTT Dm0 72 11°79/7) according to Colossians 1:14. God is a righteous

= judge (P7¥-nN51'7), He will judge no one unjustly but by the weight and measure
— of the Scriptures.

According to all of the Scriptures, each person, whether Jew or Gentile
O stands in need of atonement for sin. There is no way to maintain a different
* weight or measure for salvation based upon the requirements of the Torah,
atonement is needed for sin. Every man, woman, and child is to be saved by faith
in the blood atonement according to the Torah. The atonement that God brought
and provided, that was proclaimed through prophecy, has been brought through
His word in Yeshua the Messiah. This sacrifice has been provided once and for
all a perfect sacrifice in the death, burial, and bodily resurrection of the Messiah
© (Ivrit / Hebrews 7:27, 9:12, and 10:10). The aim or goal of the Torah is to direct
= us, point us towards the Messiah. If a Messianic Rabbi is not teaching Yeshua
= HaMoshiach (Jesus Christ), he is not teaching Torah. Can you imagine the
§ 3
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Hitgalut / Revelation
20:12-13

20:12 And I saw the
dead, the great and the
small, standing before
the throne, and books
were  opened; and
another book  was
opened, which is the
book of life; and the
dead were judged from
the things which were
written in the books,
according to their
deeds. 20:13 And the
sea gave up the dead
which were in it, and
death and Hades gave
up the dead which were
in them; and they were
judged, every one of
them according to their
deeds. (NASB)
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accountability here that one has before God? If a person does not believe in
Yeshua for the forgiveness of sins, he or she is not truly observing the Torah.
Faith in Yeshua therefore is essential. Will such people who do not emphasize
Yeshua in faith, be those whom Yeshua says in the last days “depart from me I
never knew you?” (Matthew 7:23) To understand man’s fallen condition and
God’s mercy and gracious remedy, one must absolutely rely upon what God has
revealed in Scripture. The very nature of our rebellious state precludes us from
being able to discern truth outside of the leading of God’s Ruach HaKodesh (Holy
Spirit) in the Lord’s revelation found in the Scriptures. Even in Adam and
Chavah (Eve) perfect and “good” created state they were reliant upon God for
insight into the soul, morality, and rebellion (The requirement of God to warn of
eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil). The prophet Isaiah
writes of the corruptness of mankind illustrating the nature of our rebellious state.
Yeshaya / Isaiah 1:2 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the Lord speaks,
‘Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me. 1:3 ‘An
ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master's manger, But Israel does not know,
My people do not understand.’ (NASB)

7-2 20D R PN SOYRS 50
YT 202 WWD 0) TR NPT 02 737 MO VIR OPINT) O WY 2
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God reveals our true nature and condition before him in Scripture, man is sinful
and condemned and in need of a redeemer. According to Bereshit / Genesis 6.5
God says OP3-23 ¥ P2 127 0"y 1%-22) YIR 0787 1Y) 72772 7)) RN that
man is constantly thinking on sin, all day long, even from his youth. As a result
of this wickedness, God destroyed all life on the earth; the only people who were
exempt were those who were part of Noah’s family and Noah’s faith (see
S Bereshit / Genesis 6:8 and Ivrit / Hebrews 11:7). The post flood sin was no
£ different than that of the pre-flood sinfulness of mankind indicated by what God
§ said in Bereshit / Genesis 8:21 saying =28 ' VR 037 DR A3 1N XD
2 N0 R-R D) IR Y DTN 27 X 0D DTN MWD THIRT-NR T 9997 Ao KD 127
B0 YWY YR ’ﬂ-bD—ﬂN D'D'b TW 8:21 The Lord smelled the soothing aroma, and
the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man,
<C < for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy
S every living thing, as I have done. The phrase Y"¥3 ¥ D7 27 7% * meaning
O “the intent of one’s heart is evil from his youth.” ly X’ means “natural
= tendency, inclination, intent, thought” is evil (¥7]) from his youth (1°¥3») or from
;§ the time of his being a young man. These verses indicate that regardless of age,
= no one is exempt from Gods righteous judgment. Look at what Yeshua said to
= Nicodemus in John chapter 3.

—

S

a KATA IQANNHN 3:1-7
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Yeshaya / Isaiah 1:2-4

1:2 Listen, O heavens,
and hear, O earth; For the
Lord speaks, ‘Sons I have
reared and brought up,
But they have revolted
against Me. 1:3 ‘An ox
knows its owner, And a
donkey its  master's
manger, But Israel does
not know, My people do

not understand.’ 1:4
Alas, sinful nation,
People weighed down

with iniquity, Offspring
of evildoers, Sons who
act corruptly! They have
abandoned the Lord,
They have despised the
Holy One of Israel, They
have turned away from
Him. (NASB)
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John writes that “there was a man of the Pharisees, Nicodemus was the name of
Nicodemus was a ruler (&oxwv) of the Jews; the

’

200 Z|him, a ruler of the Jews.’

Hebrew translation says 2°7)1°7 W “prince to the Jews.” Here we have a man
coming by night to speak to Yeshua who was known as the prince of the Jews,
and he was a Pharisee. Nicodemus has studied the Torah all of his life being a
S Pharisee and being known as a prince, a ruler. He comes to Yeshua at night and
& proclaims that “we know that God is with you” (1] 6 0edg pet’ adtoD) because
& of the miracles that Yeshua is performing. Nicodemus proclaimed his faith that
» God is with Yeshua and is seeking to know how one should obtain eternal life.
@We understand this by Yeshua’s response saying 72K JAR 19X MR Y107 19
A ORI D199 NIRTY D01 KD mhyntn WOR T KD OX 77 MR IR “if you are
210 < not born from above, you will not be able to see the kingdom of God.” Yeshua

Estates T YevvnOn avwOev “unless you are born from above.” Yeshua is

8 referring to Nicodemus’ need to be transformed by the power of God. This

— transforming power is performed by God indicated by Yeshua’s statement to

http://www.matsati.com/
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< yeyevwnuévov &k ThG 0aKOG OAQE E0TLY, Kal TO YEYEVVIUEVOV €K TOD
215 : TIVEVHATOG TIVEVUA €0tV “‘the one being born of the flesh is flesh; and the one
= being born of the spirit is spirit.” This conversation Yeshua had with Nicodemus
— illustrates for us that regardless of age, piety, or sincerity of one’s spiritual
A aspirations, or regardless of how much one believes in the Torah or observes
9 Torah; no one is exempt from God’s 27¥-15», His righteous judgment. No one
220 Eﬂis exempt or somehow worthy of God’s forgiveness. Believing in the Torah or

yr
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John 3:1-7

3:1 Now there was a man
of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews; 3:2 this man came
to Jesus by night and said
to Him, ‘Rabbi, we know
that You have come from
God as a teacher; for no
one can do these signs
that You do unless God is
with him.”  3:3 Jesus
answered and said to
him, ‘Truly, truly, I say
to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” 3:4
Nicodemus said to Him,
‘How can a man be born
when he is old? He
cannot enter a second
time into his mother's
womb and be born, can
he?’ 3:5 Jesus answered,
‘Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit he
cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. 3:6
‘That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. 3:7 ‘Do
not be amazed that I said
to you, 'You must be
born again.' (NASB)
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“Torah observance” does not lead to salvation. The purpose of Torah was to
guide and direct us to the one who saves, to the redeemer, the one in whom we are
to place our faith, Yeshua the Messiah. Then, once being transformed and made
new, being born of the spirit as Yeshua said, as a result our lives change
(transformed) and we begin to live in God’s ways. Without God’s help in guiding
us, directing us, and living our lives for Him there is only hopelessness. Because
of sin, we are unaware of our true nature and condition before God. Observing
the Torah does not eliminate or make one exempt from that true nature and

prevent one from God’s 27¥-N5% (righteous judgment). If this is
misunderstood, then one might assume those who study and observe the Torah,
Rabbis who have been steeped in Talmud and Torah may be saved even though
they reject Yeshua, God’s one and only way to salvation and eternal life. For
such a person there is no atonement for sins!

According to the Scriptures God has revealed to us His righteous (/ John
1:9), His love (John 3:16), His graciousness (Ephesians 2:8), His provision of
redemption, salvation, and atonement in the Messiah Yeshua as a once-for-all
blood atoning sacrifice (/vrit / Hebrews 7:27, 9:12, and 10:10), atonement that
pays the penalty of sin (Romans 6.10), frees us from sin's bondage (Romans 7:24-
8:2), and provides true abundance in life (John 10:10), and eternal life in the Lord
God Almighty (John 3:15). But how does God provide these things? He
provision comes by transforming one’s heart. Yeshua reveals this when he

answered Nicodemus three times saying (va mag 0 mMOTEVWV €V aUT@ XN

ComnVv atwviov “everyone believing in him shall have eternal life.” Nicodemus,
a faithful observant Jew had trouble understanding this that the Messiah clearly
wanted him to understand that God’s provision for salvation comes with an
inward transformation by faith that leads to the outward manifestation known as
the fruit of being saved, a life lived for the Lord God Almighty. The provision
that God gives is illustrated in John 3:13-15, Yeshua uses the illustration of the
serpent being raised up in Bamidbar (in the wilderness). The illustration of the
.. serpent raised in Bamidbar was abundant in its capacity to save from death those
who had been bitten by a serpent but was extremely narrow in that only those
2 who looked to it would live. Similarly, it is by only those who look to Yeshua,
« follow the Messiah by placing personal and conscious faith in him are saved and
& will live.

The most comprehensible expression that was used to understand these
oncepts comes from Rav Shaul (the Apostle Paul) quoting from the Tanach Yoe/

Joel 2:32 7°10 Qw1 X 772 %2 wony T awa NP WNR b o
R T AWK QI TN AR WK 00D “Whoever will call on the name
O of the Lord will be saved.” in Romans 10:13-17.
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Romans 10:13-17

10:13 for ‘Whoever will
call on the name of the
Lord will be saved.’
10:14 How then will they
call on Him in whom
they have not believed?
How will they believe in
Him whom they have not
heard? And how will
they hear without a
preacher?  10:15 How
will they preach unless
they are sent? Just as it is
written, ‘How beautiful
are the feet of those who
bring good news of good
things!” 10:16 However,
they did not all heed the
good news; for Isaiah
says, ‘Lord, who has
believed our report?’
10:17 So faith comes
from  hearing, and
hearing by the word of
Christ. (NASB)
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270  Paul says [lag meaning “individually, each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone,
all things, everything” who call on the name of the Lord will be saved to translate
92 “all” from the Hebrew text in Yoel / Joel 2:32. Paul goes on to say how
necessary it is for people to hear about the Messiah by asking four questions. (i)
“How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed,” (ii) “How will
275  they believe in Him whom they have not heard,” (ii1) “How will they hear without
a knovooovtog™ (someone to officiate as a herald translated as “preacher”), and
(iv) “How will they preach/proclaim unless they are sent?” Paul backs these
questions up with the statement &oa 1) miotic €€ dkong, 1) 0¢ dkor] dwx
onuatoc Xolotov meaning “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the
280  word of Christ (the Messiah).” Paul emphasizes that faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the Word of the Messiah (Romans 10:17). In other words, the faith
that leads to life is the faith that comes by placing trust and making a conscious
response to the truth about the Messiah Yeshua in this life. All of Scripture
directs us to the absolute need to believe upon Yeshua the Messiah for salvation.
285  Have you placed your faith and trust in Yeshua for your salvation? Based on
these scriptures this week, it is absolutely necessary to have one standard of
measure for truth. If we hold two differing measures for one to be saved, our
heart will literally become an abomination before God. Let’s asked the Lord to
help us keep Moshiach (Christ, Xowotov) at the center of our lives, and the center
of our ministries. Without Yeshua there absolutely is no salvation. The world is
in desperate need for a savior so let’s start to proclaim the savior of the Word,
Yeshua the Messiah. Tell a friend, proclaim his name today! Let’s pray.

290

295 .. Heavenly Father,

served: http://www.matsati.com/

As I study Your Word, I see, understand, and believe that You have spoke
2 to me personally of Your Messiah Yeshua. I realize that You in the fullness of
2 Your mercy and grace have provided for me atonement by Your Word in Yeshua
300 =othe Messiah. The atonement that You have provided is an absolute necessity for
E me to receive forgiveness. Help me to accept, embrace, and believe with all my
< heart, mind, and strength the gift You have provided in Yeshua. Help me to
E effectively proclaim the life, death, and glorious bodily resurrection of Yeshua the
O Messiah. As teaching the Torah, Help me to teach Yeshua, God’s one and only
305 8 way to draw near to Him. I believe that Yeshua is the way, the truth, and the life.
z Please forgive me of my sins, have mercy on me Lord. I believe what is written
22 of Yeshua in the Torah and help me to proclaim salvation that is found only in
< Yeshua the Messiah. Cleanse me from all sin Lord in Yeshua’s name. I want to
= grow and I want to be filled with all of You Lord. Help me to know You Lord in
310 Z= the covenant that You have made with me in Blood. Help me to live according to
N Your will as it is laid out according to the Scriptures, according to the books, the
= scroll of the Word of God as it is written in Revelation 20:11-15. Sanctify me in
2 Your Holy Word Lord and in Your Son Yeshua. Help me to sanctify you Lord in
87
@)




my heart, in my life, and in all that I do. Help me to serve You according to Your

315  will based on the Scriptures. Thank You Lord for everything You have done for
me. I praise Your Name giving You all of the honor, and the praise forever and
ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

320
What to pray:
o Ask the Lord to help you understand the true purpose of the Torah is to
believe in Yeshua the Messiah.
325

o Ask the Lord to help you see, trust, and obey Him and His Word. Ask the
Lord to help you “to hear His voice” and “to hold fast to Him.”

e Thank the Lord for lifting the burden of sin and revealing His truth in your
330 heart.
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E Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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355 A Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
< “Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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