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Parashat Ki Tavo
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Lives lived for the Lord

2R 717 nwaws / This Week’s Reading

7 n: Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8
qwom:  Isaiah 60:1-60:22
nmam: Ephesians 1:3-6, Revelation 21:10-27
et
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The title of the parsha “Ki Tavo” meaning “when you come” is taken from
the opening verses of the text. The reading for this week contains a list of
blessings and curses which reveals that the person who enters into a covenant
relationship with God does so by dedicating everything he owns and all of his life
to the service of the Lord. Moshe instructs the people that the Lord desires to
have His covenant people identify with Him and to carefully uphold His
commandments. In 26:16, Moshe describes the conditions in which the
commandments are to be carried out, 26:16 m'wy> 7x» 770N T 0 017
17,0937003) 73377002 DOY'N DOWY) PIY) DWRINN) AINT 0PI NN (26:16 This
day the Lord your God commands you to do these statutes and ordinances. You
shall therefore be careful to do them with all your heart and with all your soul.
(NASB)) The Torah portion explains in graphic detail the curses associated with
the failure to obey the commandment of the Lord. Studying the scriptures, it is
clear that the Lord wants us to come to grips with our attitude toward His word,
its application for our lives, and the role He has in our lives.

The list of blessings and curses found in Parashat Ki Tavo contrasts the
differences between “justification” and “condemnation” that is found in the
Torah. These differences have led many to believe there are contradictions in the
bible. Martin Luther for example believed there was a contradiction between the
apostle Paul and James on the teaching of justification. He believed Paul taught
that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law while James taught
that a man is justified by both faith and works (see James 2:14-26). Examining
the context of James and Paul’s writings, it becomes clear that there really are no
contradictions. Together, Paul and James reveal to us that a genuine faith and
reliance upon God for salvation is not done as a part of a mental exercise that
would fail to affect one’s actions. Works that can be done through faith attest to
the genuine faith of trusting the Lord and trusting that Yeshua has provided the
means for our salvation. As a result of faith, and the works that demonstrate the
genuine believer, one is declared righteous by God because of his/her trust in
God’s means for salvation; this is how righteousness is evidenced by our actions.




45

27:11-26 2127

oommhR e X o TR 1
“bp By jﬁ:‘? Trop TN $RRD NI EYD
S o ey TR D3RR o T
3 ooy Yy Ao RSt Ap =0
Eitsm 1 “bna:w " 7‘71:11 i) 3 IS B3 1
1om ‘mp Dxizn whiDz=on Ty
payin 2o bob g s vRT T 6
v EpoS Y s o e Sz M

AN 728) TE .-r‘a:»r: N T 16
DS B TN TRy BPTOD
e AN BPITOD TAN) TV 18

deN EPTOD WY TR W e
a1 .-rm‘m DUy BEYR Tm 19
gt 3 2 TEN PONTEY 350 T 1 oS3 w0
min" TN z:::-r-‘:: AN] TN o1
SRR TPITOD AN Mmooy S5
#8113 8% PINDD PNy 250 -~
S5 TN LN EPITOD VAN o
IR EYTDD MaN) SmaTEY
AN EPITOD WA TFED TN A MW w
WEy Fiomo na‘v S o
26 MW SRR EPITOD AR T O
=a mwx:‘: nx#-r-mnn SRR ETRD TN
| 1N ::x:n-‘;: =N

Devarim / Deuteronomy
27:11-26

27:11 Moses also charged the
people on that day, saying,
27:12 ‘“When you cross the
Jordan, these shall stand on
Mount Gerizim to bless the
people: Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Issachar, Joseph, and
Benjamin.  27:13 ‘For the
curse, these shall stand on
Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad,
Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and
Naphtali. 27:14 ‘The Levites
shall then answer and say to all
the men of Israel with a loud
voice, 27:15 'Cursed is the
man who makes an idol or a
molten image, an abomination
to the Lord, the work of the
hands of the craftsman, and
sets it up in secret." And all the
people shall answer and say,
'Amen.' 27:16 'Cursed is he
who dishonors his father or
mother." And all the people
shall say, 'Amen.' 27:17
'‘Cursed is he who moves his
neighbor's boundary mark.'
And all the people shall say,
'Amen.' 27:18 'Cursed is he
who misleads a blind person
on the road. And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen.
27:19 'Cursed is he who
distorts the justice due an
alien, orphan, and widow.'
And all the people shall say,
'Amen.' 27:20 'Cursed is he
who lies with his father's wife,
because he has uncovered his
father's skirt.' And all the
people shall say, ‘'Amen.'
27:21 'Cursed is he who lies
with any animal." And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen.
27:22 'Cursed is he who lies
with his sister, the daughter of
his father or of his mother.'
And all the people shall say,
'‘Amen." 27:23 'Cursed is he
who lies with his mother-in-
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Each author (Paul and James) is emphasizing something different in their
ministry, (i) Paul is emphasizing that we are saved by faith in Yeshua and not by
an ethnic status through the flesh, (ii) James is emphasizing a faith that results in
salvation will produce works that show evidence of one’s faith and salvation. On
the one hand, being a Pharisee, Paul was concerned about people adding to their
faith that would be considered merit towards one’s salvation. On the other hand,
James realized that it is possible to profess to have faith that is not really faith at
all but a lifeless mental acknowledgement of Yeshua as the Messiah. We find
similar situations today, people add to their faith by statements such as “well I’'m
a good person,” “I’m not a bad person,” and also by having a one day a week faith
where the rest of the week is lived like one is a son of Hell. Faking faith is just as

law." And all the people shall
say, 'Amen.' 27:24 'Cursed is
he who strikes his neighbor in
secret. And all the people
shall say, 'Amen. 27:25
'‘Cursed is he who accepts a
bribe to strike down an
innocent person." And all the
people shall say, ‘'Amen.'
27:26 'Cursed is he who does
not confirm the words of this
law by doing them." And all
the people shall say, 'Amen.’
(NASB)
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prevalent today, as it was in Paul’s day (first century) and even in the days Moshe
wrote the Torah, this is why it is written in Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:26 'Cursed
is he who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.' And all the
people shall say, 'Amen.' (NASB) The first century distortion of the Torah’s
teaching on justification was that faith became an enactment of the rituals of the
Torah without a corresponding behavioral change, which seems to be what James
was addressing in his epistle. This is why James said that if one has genuine faith,
works will follow after him that give evidence for ones faith. The example of the
“works that follow” that James uses is of Avraham not refusing to offer Yitzchak
(Isaac) upon the altar. To refuse to offer Yitzchak upon the altar would have been
a demonstration of a lack of faith in God’s promises to him (see James 2:21-24).

It is also interesting to note in Paul’s letter to Ephesus in the following
passages Ephesians 2:4-10:

Ephesians 2:4-10

2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 2:6 and raised
us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, 2:7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 2:8 For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; 2:9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 2:10 For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. (NASB)

Understanding the verse from its context shows that the gift of righteousness is
granted to us so that we might live for good works with the Messiah Yeshua in
2:10. This sounds a lot like what is written in Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1-14,
what God has prepared beforehand so that we would walk in His ways.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1-14

28:1 ‘Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the Lord your God, being
careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, the Lord
your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 28:2 ‘All
these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the Lord
your God: 28:3 ‘Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be
in the country. 28:4 ‘Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the
produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of
your herd and the young of your flock. 28:5 ‘Blessed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl. 28:6 ‘Blessed shall you be when you come in,
and blessed shall you be when you go out. 28:7 ‘The Lord shall cause
your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you, they will
come out against you one way and will flee before you seven ways. 28:8
‘The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all
that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the
Lord your God gives you. 28:9 ‘The Lord will establish you as a holy
people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you keep the commandments of
the Lord your God and walk in His ways. 28:10 ‘So all the peoples of the
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earth will see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they will be
afraid of you. 28:11 ‘The Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the
offspring of your body and in the offspring of your beast and in the
produce of your ground, in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers
to give you. 28:12 ‘The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the
heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of
your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.
28:13 ‘The Lord will make you the head and not the tail, and you only will
be above, and you will not be underneath, if you listen to the
commandments of the Lord your God, which I charge you today, to
observe them carefully, 28:14 and do not turn aside from any of the words
which I command you today, to the right or to the left, to go after other
gods to serve them. (NASB)

Between James, Paul, and the Torah command to obey the Lord, righteousness is
achieved by the person who places his trust in God through trusting in Yeshua the
Messiah upon what He has done. Yeshua made righteousness available to
everyone by paying the penalty for sins according to the justice demanded by the
Torah. If you desire to have the gift God offers, the gift of forgiveness of sins,
and to be accredited with righteousness, come and pray with me.

Heavenly Father,

I believe that the scriptures reveal You have sent Your Son Yeshua to die
for my sins. | believe that Yeshua’s blood was poured out for me for the
forgiveness of my sins according to the command and requirement of the Torah.
Please forgive me of my sins in Yeshua’s name. | believe and receive Yeshua
into my heart and now | seek for You to come into my life and be Lord over my
life. Help me to passionately live for you. In Yeshua’s name I pray.

Amen.

Be Blessed in Yeshua our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever




